Dear potential writer,

Thank you for your interest in writing for The Word in Season. We are always on the lookout to expand our pool of qualified writers.

Contributors to The Word in Season are selected on their ability to write thoughtful, faithful, and concise meditations on assigned scripture texts for our audience. For that reason, we expect that the content of the meditations be consistent with a mainline Protestant theological position from a Lutheran perspective.

If you wish to be considered as a writer for The Word in Season, please do the following:

· Write three meditations based on the texts below, following the guidelines indicated in the enclosures. There is no remuneration for these samples. You may try to sell them to other publications.

· Return a single Word file with all three devotions and your answers to the questions on the Writer Information Sheet (enclosed): afsubmissions@1517.media
Again, thank you for your interest in this devotional resource. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

The Rev. Rochelle Y. Melander

Editor, The Word in Season

E-mail address: rochelle@writenowcoach.com

Texts for samples: 

Job 1:21 in the light of Job 1:1-21


Matthew 25:32-33 in light of Matthew 25:31-46


Romans 8:38-39 in light of Romans 8

The Word in Season

Content Guidelines
AUDIENCE

The Word in Season is primarily directed to an adult audience that includes many members of ELCA Lutheran congregations. 

PURPOSE
The Word in Season is designed for the many seasons and cycles of adult faith experience. It is meant to help readers

· grow in their relationship with God;

· strengthen their faith journey in its earlier stages;

· hear the word of God, a word of grace.

CONTENT
The Texts
The daily meditations are based on a Bible passage. The Bible texts are predetermined and have been selected from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings (Augsburg Fortress, 2005).
Developing Your Ideas

The meditations are based on a Bible verse in its context. As you approach each text, take time to read the entire passage as well as the Scripture surrounding it. Check cross references, too, for a wider perspective. After you have studied the passage assigned for the day, select one idea on which to base the meditation. The text is not a jumping-off point for topics you want to write about; it's the heart of the meditation. Select a key Bible verse, or a portion of a verse, from the entire passage and place this before the meditation.


The Word in Season readers want devotions that are true to the Bible. Therefore, when preparing to write your devotions, make use of Bible commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and other resources that will add to your understanding of the text for the day.

Developing Content
1. Choose one idea for your meditation. Make sure that each meditation connects the Bible text with the daily life of the reader.

2. Use short sentences and simple, familiar words. Do not use church language or any religious jargon.

3. One effective way of reaching readers is through a storytelling style. A well-written story may touch people of different ages and experiences in ways that a didactic approach cannot.

4. Use your own experience if it genuinely relates to the text and will be of help to others. Tell about times when you have seen or felt God at work or when you have witnessed the truth of Scripture. The third person or a fictitious name may be used, but the story should be true. Remember, the biblical text is primary, and the purpose of the meditation is to draw the reader to God in Christ, not to learn about the writer's personal life. Do not make the story the main focus of the meditation. The Bible text is the focus. The story is only a means to illuminate the text. Be sure you tie your story to the Bible text in a way that it helps the reader apply it to his or her daily life. Do not make the story more than half of the meditation.

5. Avoid the use of terms only church "insiders" understand. Use simple language that will be understood by the person who has not spent a lifetime within the church. Draw on everyday experience and link that with the text. Avoid specific Lutheran references, such as references to the Augsburg Confession, the Small Catechism, or the Book of Concord. Steer away from theological issues that divide Christians from different denominations. Keep your message gospel-centered, and bring encouraging and comforting words to the reader. Do not dwell on the negative or end your meditation on a negative note.

6. If you use Bible references that are not a part of your assigned text, give the complete citation (book, chapter, and verse). Try to avoid quoting other Bible texts if possible-you don't have much space.

7. Avoid quoting any outside source. It is best that you do your own writing, instead of relying on someone else's words. However, if you use quotations, please give us complete information on the source: title, page, date of publication, publisher. It is necessary that you make a photocopy of the quotation, including a photocopy of the title page of the book from which the quote is taken. Avoid quoting poetry. Copyrighted material, including hymn stanzas, should not be used unless you are confident that reprint permission will be granted.

8. Use a variety of names to address God in prayer. Try to use a name that relates to the theme of your devotion.

8. Please use the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible.

This may be the reader's only devotional experience of the day. You have the chance to emphasize the good news that God is with us, regardless of what happens during the day. Ask yourself how your meditation will help the reader experience the Living Word, God's presence.

Some Words of Caution
The Word in Season is a devotional booklet and should, as much as possible, be kept free from ideological pronouncements about controversial subjects, lest it lose its devotional value. If your words alienate a reader, he or she is likely to stop reading, or at least to stop hearing your message. Be aware of biases in your writing. Biases may be sexual, racial, socioeconomic, and other. They suggest that one group is by nature inferior to or an adversary of another.

· The Word in Season is read throughout the world, so avoid slanting your writing to U.S. residents.

· Avoid use of masculine pronouns and metaphors when you write about human beings or God. Balance the use of male and female examples in your stories.

· Ask yourself if the meditation will be helpful to both men and women, married and single, old and young, able or disabled.

· You are writing meditations that will be read in about a year, so do not retell (or write commentaries about) movies or stories from television. (Not all of your readers will have seen them, anyway!)

Preparing your manuscript

Create your manuscript in an electronic file using word processing software. Write all your assigned devotions in one file, inserting several blank lines between days. Name the file with your last name and the dates for which you’re writing (for example, “Bailey August 1-15.doc”). Note: If you do not use Microsoft Word, please save your work as a rich text file.
Manuscript length: The length for each section of a daily devotion is given below as characters with spaces. Check character counts using the word count tool in your word processing software. The total character count with spaces is 1190.
For each day’s devotion, include these elements (described in detail below): 
·  
Day of the week, month, and date

·   
Citation for assigned scripture text
·   
Title 

·   
Focus verse

·   
Body of the devotion (the meditation) 

·   
Prayer 

·   
Prayer concern

Daily devotion elements
1.   
Day of the week, month, and date

2. Citation for assigned scripture text (book, chapter, verse)
3. Title
Write a short title for each devotion, except for Sundays and festival days. On those days, the title is the church year designation, such as Second Sunday after Epiphany, Name of Jesus, Epiphany, Good Friday, Christmas Day. Please use sentence case (e.g., Coming home).

4. Focus verse (90 characters with spaces, maximum)

Choose the focus verse from the scripture text assigned for the day. Because it must be short, it can be just part of a verse.
5. Body of the devotion (945 characters with spaces, maximum)

The foundation for your devotion is the scripture text for the day. 

If you quote biblical material that is not part of the assigned passage, include a complete citation (book, chapter, verse).

6. Prayer (100 characters with spaces, maximum)

7. Prayer concern (55 characters with spaces, maximum, including the lead-in words “Prayer concern:”)
The prayer concern for each day is an invitation to intercessory prayer. It should be related to the devotion you write. Strive for variety in the prayer concern. Editors may change a prayer concern if there are duplicates within the quarter. 
Format: Please avoid using the word “For.”

Example:
Prayer concern: Travelers

Prayer concern: Those who experience anxiety

Prayer concern: People who are homeless
Monday, December 17, 2007

Psalm 42:1-6

Longing for God
As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. (v. 1)

A single drop of water makes no impact on the stone. But when the drop joins the stream, it becomes part of a liquid chisel that slowly and defiantly sculpts a new path into the land.

The author of this psalm stood along the streams that fed the Jordan River, praying with the persistent faithfulness that carves justice from stubborn acceptance. Other people in the community believed some imperfection must have brought deserved neglect upon this writer. But the singer refused to silence the song or dry the tears that seek consolation in the dwelling place of God.

The advent of Christ comes into the midst of darkness. But the birth waters of Jesus flow into every corner of our world where hope etches new life into the stone face of worldly indifference. Our prayers, like drops of water, do not fall silently. They join the stream that leads to God’s promised peace.

Nourishing Spirit, empower me to seek the justice that you have promised. Amen.
Prayer concern: Lonely people
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Tell briefly about your past and present activity as a writer, including any publishing successes.
Tell briefly about your theological or biblical training, formal or informal, as well as any devotional writing credits you have.

