The Word in Season

Content Guidelines
AUDIENCE

The Word in Season is primarily directed to an adult audience that is new to the Christian faith and Lutheran understandings. This market focus has a bearing on your writing in that content needs to be appropriate for people who may not have been raised in the church and therefore they are just beginning their Christian faith journey.

PURPOSE
The Word in Season is designed for the many seasons and cycles of adult faith experience. It is meant to help readers

· grow in their relationship with God;

· strengthen their faith journey in its earlier stages;

· hear the word of God, a word of grace.

CONTENT
The Texts
The daily meditations are based on a Bible passage. The Bible texts are predetermined and have been selected from the LBW two-year lectionary. The Sunday texts come from the regular RCL.

Developing Your Ideas

The meditations are based on a Bible verse in its context. As you approach each text, take time to read the entire passage as well as the Scripture surrounding it. Check cross references, too, for a wider perspective. After you have studied the passage assigned for the day, select one idea on which to base the meditation. The text is not a jumping-off point for topics you want to write about; it's the heart of the meditation. Select a key Bible verse, or a portion of a verse, from the entire passage and place this before the meditation.


The Word in Season readers want devotions that are true to the Bible. Therefore, when preparing to write your devotions, make use of Bible commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and other resources that will add to your understanding of the text for the day.

Developing Content
1. Choose one idea for your meditation. Make sure that each meditation connects the Bible text with the daily life of the reader.

2. Use short sentences and simple, familiar words. Do not to use church language that won't be familiar to unchurched people.

3. One effective way of reaching readers is through a storytelling style. A well-written story may touch people of different ages and experiences in ways that a didactic approach cannot.

4. Use your own experience if it genuinely relates to the text and will be of help to others. Tell about times when you have seen or felt God at work or when you have witnessed the truth of Scripture. The third person or a fictitious name may be used, but the story should be true. Remember, the biblical text is primary, and the purpose of the meditation is to draw the reader to God in Christ, not to learn about the writer's personal life. Do not make the story the main focus of the meditation. The Bible text is the focus. The story is only a means to illuminate the text. Be sure you tie your story to the Bible text in a way that it helps the reader apply it to his or her daily life. Do not make the story more than half of the meditation.

5. Avoid the use of terms only church "insiders" understand. Use simple language that will be understood by the person who has not spent a lifetime within the church. Draw on everyday experience and link that with the text. Avoid specific Lutheran references, such as references to the Augsburg Confession, the Small Catechism, or the Book of Concord. Steer away from theological issues that divide Christians from different denominations. Keep your message gospel-centered, and bring encouraging and comforting words to the reader. Do not dwell on the negative or end your meditation on a negative note.

6. If you use Bible references that are not a part of your assigned text, give the complete citation (book, chapter, and verse). Try to avoid quoting other Bible texts if possible-you don't have much space.

7. Avoid quoting any outside source. It is best that you do your own writing, instead of relying on someone else's words. However, if you use quotations, please give us complete information on the source: title, page, date of publication, publisher. It is necessary that you make a photocopy of the quotation, including a photocopy of the title page of the book from which the quote is taken. Avoid quoting poetry. Copyrighted material, including hymn stanzas, should not be used unless you are confident that reprint permission will be granted.

8. Use a variety of names to address God in prayer. Try to use a name that relates to the theme of your devotion.

8. Please use the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible.

This may be the reader's only devotional experience of the day. You have the chance to emphasize the good news that God is with us, regardless of what happens during the day. Ask yourself how your meditation will help the reader experience the Living Word, God's presence.

Some Words of Caution
The Word in Season  is a devotional booklet and should, as much as possible, be kept free from ideological pronouncements about controversial subjects, lest it lose its devotional value. If your words alienate a reader, he or she is likely to stop reading, or at least to stop hearing your message. Be aware of biases in your writing. Biases may be sexual, racial, socioeconomic, and other. They suggest that one group is by nature inferior to or an adversary of another.

· The Word in Season is read throughout the world, so avoid slanting your writing to U.S. residents.

· Avoid use of masculine pronouns and metaphors when you write about human beings or God. Balance the use of male and female examples in your stories.

· Ask yourself if the meditation will be helpful to both men and women, married and single, old and young, able or disabled.

· You are writing meditations that will be read in about a year, so do not retell (or write commentaries about) movies or stories from television. (Not all of your readers will have seen them, anyway!)

SAMPLE 
Saturday, May 5

Psalm 121

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. (v.8)

The relative quiet of the children’s play area was broken by a dull, hollow “thump.” Despite the objects hung in the patio door, another mourning dove had mistaken the glass for clear air. One moment soaring, now it lay mortally wounded.

If the children had not seen the dove struggle for its final few breaths, they might barely have noticed this “going out” of one of God’s creatures.

But saw it they did, and the finality of it all caused them to keep a vigil of sorts. Some sat gazing, waiting for one more movement. Denial. Others brought stuffed birds from the toy box to keep the silent bird company. Community.

Though too young to be acquainted with the rituals of human grieving, the little ones determined a burial was needed. The adults provided a shovel, the children a prayer. Later, they visited the site one last time. Serenity had been achieved.

Life is filled with comings and goings. God is there for every beginning, every end. Like the children, we do well to trust it is so. 

For your attention to all, I thank you God. Amen 

Daniel 6:16-28; 3 John 1-15; Luke 5:27-39; Psalm 69:13-18
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