Christ in Our Home Sample Briefing


Christ in Our Home

Guidelines for Prospective Writers

Dear writer,

Thank you for your interest in writing for Christ in Our Home. We select contributors to this devotional based on demonstrated ability to write thoughtful, faithful, and concise meditations on assigned scripture texts. We expect devotions to be consistent with Lutheran theological heritage and understanding of the Bible. All contributors receive work-for-hire contracts.
In order to be considered as a contributor for Christ in Our Home, please write one meditation on Exodus 2:1-10 and one on Romans 6:1-11, following the guidelines below. (You will receive no payment for these samples.) Submit the two samples, your contact information, and the name of your home congregation to afsubmissions@1517.media. If you are selected to write for Christ in Our Home, an editor will contact you within sixteen weeks.


Guidelines

Readers
Christ in Our Home is used primarily as a part of an individual’s personal devotional life. Readers rely on the devotions to point them toward God in their day-to-day lives.

Most Christ in Our Home readers are active members of ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) congregations with fewer than 350 members. They are familiar with the church year and worship regularly. Many readers are over the age of fifty. Overall, Christ in Our Home readers know the Bible well and expect the devotions to be biblically and theologically sound. While most Christ in Our Home readers are in the U.S. and Canada, some live in other nations. 

Scripture texts

Christ in Our Home follows the pattern of the church year, inviting deeper appreciation of texts read in Sunday worship and texts associated with lesser festivals. The assigned texts are drawn from the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) and RCL Daily Readings.
Writing tips
· Base each devotion on the assigned scripture text. 
· As you approach each text, take time to study the scripture passages surrounding it.
· Use quotations sparingly, and only from the Bible. Don’t quote from other sources.
· Choose one idea as your focal point! These devotions are very short.
· Use familiar language.

· Don’t use masculine pronouns when referring to human beings in general.

· Don’t use pronouns when referring to God. 

· Let your devotions affirm all the subtle and powerful ways that God loves us and all creation. At the same time, don’t avoid speaking about the difficulties of daily living. Proclaim God’s love and presence amid life’s challenges.
· Feel free to use images from baptism, holy communion, worship, and Lutheran understandings of the Bible and theology in reflecting on how God comes to us each day.

· Devotions that tell a story or have rich imagery are more memorable than devotions that explain. Sometimes it works well to tap into a story from your personal life. However, don’t make the devotion all about you; focus on what God does for us. Invite readers to consider God’s mission in the world today, and our call to participate in that work.

· If you use examples from other people’s lives, change the names and take care not to be overly judgmental.

· Make sure your devotions are free of bias and reflect diversity among people. Balance the use of male and female characters in your stories. After you write, ask yourself whether each devotion will be meaningful to a variety of readers: men, women, people who are married, single, widowed, older, younger, living with a disability, and so on. Will the devotions be meaningful to people from a variety of cultures, ethnicities, and socioeconomic situations?
· Christ in Our Home devotions are read long after they are written. Make sure your examples will still be relevant in another year or two.
· When you feel you have finished a devotion, reread the full scripture passage, and reread your devotion, checking to ensure that the devotion still fits with the text.
Preparing your manuscript

Create your manuscript in an electronic file using word processing software. (Note: If you do not use Microsoft Word, please save your work as a rich text file.)
Bible translation: Use only the New Revised Standard Version.

Manuscript length: The length for each section of a daily devotion is given below as characters with spaces. Check character counts using the word count tool in your word processing software.

Elements of a daily devotion
1. Citation for assigned scripture text (book, chapter, verse)
2. Title
· Write a short title for each devotion.

3. Focus verse from assigned scripture text (90 characters with spaces, maximum)
· Choose the focus verse from the scripture text assigned for the day. Because it must be short, it can be just part of a verse.
4. Body of the devotion (945 characters with spaces, maximum)

· The foundation for your devotion is the scripture text for the day.

· If you quote biblical material that is not part of the assigned passage, include a complete citation (book, chapter, verse).

5. Prayer (100 characters with spaces, maximum)

· Write a prayer that connects with the main point of the devotion.
6. Prayer concern (55 characters with spaces, maximum, including the heading “Prayer concern”)
· The prayer concern for each day is an invitation to intercessory prayer. It should be related to the devotion you write.

Sample manuscript for one devotion





Isaiah 65:17-25





Anticipated needs





Before they call I will answer. (v. 24)





It seems we are surrounded by ringtones. Many folks have a phone in their pocket with its own ringtone. Phones often also have unique sounds for different notifications: text messages, social media posts, new sales at local stores, not to mention actual phone calls. The beeps and chirps and snippets of music are the soundtrack of much of the modern world. Each is a reminder that someone is trying to tell us something or ask us for something. We become trained to respond to the sounds and look at the phone.





God doesn’t need a smartphone. God communicates in other ways, such as through Isaiah, to assure us that God knows what we need before we have a chance to text. God answers before we even think to call. God knows our needs better than we do. “Before they call I will answer,” God says through the prophet. Before you pray, or cry out, God is with you in your need. Thanks be to God for that response time!





Listening God, thank you for knowing our needs, hearing our calls, and never hesitating to answer. Amen.





Prayer concern: Those who cry out to God for help
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