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FAITH IN ACTION

Introduction

On January 21, 2017, millions of people marched in the 
streets across the United States and around the globe to 
advocate for fundamental human rights. A week later, 
thousands more held rallies and protests at airports 
and in cities to advocate for the rights of refugees and 
immigrants. Millions of Americans are becoming 
politically and socially active in a way that they never have 
before. Those who are just beginning to pay attention to 
long-standing issues of disparity, oppression, and injustice 
are joining in with those who have been on the front lines 
of these issues for decades. Maybe you’re one of the people 
who recently attended a protest or a rally for the first time. 
Maybe you’d like to be.

You want to make the world a better place. This resource 
can help.

This book offers primers on a whole range of topics, from 
racial justice to environmental concerns, from women’s 
equality to disability rights, from mass incarceration to 
immigration, from LGBTQIA equality to Native Peoples’ 
rights. But none of these topics operate in a vacuum. 
In fact, you’ll notice significant overlap between topics. 
The wage gap between women and men is made much 
starker when racial differences are taken into account. 
The causes of disability are deeply rooted in issues of 
environmental misuse. We are not singly defined by our 
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gender, or our socioeconomic status, or our race. Each of 
these elements in our identity makes up part of a greater 
whole with intersecting implications for our privilege and 
our disadvantage.

Because of this, we did not attempt to divide the book into 
chapters, sections, or parts. Well, we did, but we quickly 
realized how futile the exercise was. Instead, we provide 
you with short four-page offerings on nearly thirty essential 
topics for would-be activists in today’s world. Each topic will 
include practical suggestions for what you can do to make 
a difference in your community. But more than a to-do list, 
this book will broaden and deepen your perspective on these 
issues and challenge your assumptions. When you step out 
into the world to be an activist, advocate, and ally, you’ll have 
the tools (and confidence) you’ll need to make a real impact.

The contributors to this volume, introduced on page xx, are 
people of faith. Our values—equity, justice, human dignity, 
care for the earth—are all rooted in our faith and in the 
belief that all people are beloved children of God. If you 
are similarly rooted in faith, you’ll recognize those themes 
and values throughout the book. But there are countless 
pathways that lead a person to working for justice, and 
many have nothing to do with faith. All are welcome to this 
resource, and we hope you’ll find it meaningful and valuable, 
no matter what drew you to it.

Faith is not a prerequisite for working toward justice. But 
Faith in Action believes that the truest expression of faith is 
one that acts for the good of the world.




