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faith in action

Climate Change

You might know . . .

The earth’s climate is warming,  
and human activity is responsible.

But maybe you’ve never thought about . . .

The rate of climate change is increasing, outpacing 
scientists’ predictions. This is happening even as 
concern about climate change remains largely 
unchanged, even decreasing among people in  
certain demographic groups. The scientific reality  
is that the climate is warming, and the cause is 
human emissions of greenhouse gases. This has  
been unchanged for decades. What has changed? 
People just don’t seem as concerned as they used  
to be.

“I dream of a world where the truth is 
what shapes people’s politics, rather 
than politics shaping what people 
think is true.”

Neil deGrasse Tyson
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The average surface temperature of the globe has been  
steadily increasing since 1975, with the current temperature 
being 1.69° Fahrenheit above the twentieth-century average.
Source: Climate.gov

Studies of the Arctic have shown decreased land areas covered 
by snow (down by almost 18% since 1966), higher permafrost 
temperatures, shrinking glaciers and ice caps, and decreased ice 
cover of lakes, rivers, and seas. All of these changes have been 
occurring more rapidly within the past few decades.
Source: Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program

Globally, the median share of people who say they believe global 
warming is having a negative impact on people around the world 
right now is 51%, while only 41% of people in the United States 
say the same.

The countries with the greatest carbon dioxide emissions also 
tend to be where people express the least concern about global 
warming, with the United States having some of the highest 
emission rates and one of the lowest concern rates.
Source: Pew Research Center
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What You Can Do

 ▪ Learn the facts and support them with reliable sources.  
Don’t rely on a web search to do your research for you.  
Follow reliable scientists and journalists. Go directly to 
sources that are trustworthy.

 ▪ Change your behavior. Drive less. Eat better. Divest from 
fossil fuel companies. Making personal changes will increase 
your commitment to climate change activism. Walk the walk.

 ▪ Know your representatives’ positions and past statements 
on climate change. Decisions at every level—national, state, 
and local—have an impact on the outcomes of climate. That 
also means representatives at every level need to be held 
accountable.

 ▪ Climate science is complicated, and the work of experts is 
necessary. Donate money to support those experts.

All sixteen years of the twenty-first century rank  
among the seventeen warmest years on record.
Source: Climate.gov
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REFLECTION & JOURNAL SPACE

 ▪ What have you done to mitigate your carbon emissions?

 ▪ Climate change does not affect everyone in the same ways. 
What changes have you seen where you live? What do you 
expect in the future?

 ▪ Who do you know that denies climate science? What do  
you think is the most likely way to engage this person in  
a discussion about climate?




