
Preface

This book arose out my doctoral work at King’s College, London, and
there are a considerable number of people and groups to whom I owe
my thanks for their help and support in its production. Financially, I
owe much thanks to a number of trusts who supported my research in
the form of grants: the Leverhulme Trust, the Hope Trust, the William
Honeyman Gillespie Trust, the St Matthias Trust, and the King’s College
London Theological Trust. Without the generous support of these
bodies this work would not have come to fruition. My gratitude must
also go to my colleagues at the Queens Foundation, Birmingham, for
their support and, in particular, the support of Librarian Michael Gale
for his assistance over a number of years and his commitment to
sustaining an excellent theological library resource in the West
Midlands. I am grateful too for the support of staff at New College
Library, University of Edinburgh, and those of the Institute of Classical
Studies, University of London, the Maugham Library, King’s College
London, and the University of Birmingham’s main library. I am grateful
for my relationships with each of these institutions which have
assisted my research greatly.

Thanks are also due to friends and advisors in the Rev. Matthew
Tomlinson, the Rev. Dr. Sam Ewell, Emma Worthington, Helen Stanton,
and Joan Cape for their encouragement and assistance at various stages
of this work. I am indebted also to those who have taught me as an
undergraduate and as a graduate and inspired my path to become a
theological educator. Such people represent a number of theological
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disciplines but each have contributed a great deal to me and deserve
special thanks: Paul Parvis, Sara Parvis, Paul Foster, Nicholas Adams,
John McDowell, David Fergusson, and Fergus Kerr, O.P. I also owe a
considerable debt of gratitude to Markus Vinzent for supervising the
doctoral dissertation on which this work is based and who encouraged,
praised, and critiqued it in constructive ways. In regard to publication
I am very grateful for the patience and hard work of Neil Elliott of
Fortress Press and all those at 1517 Media who have helped to make
this book a reality.

Finally, a great debt of thanks is due to close friends who have helped
and supported in many ways. The support of all these people and
institutions has been essential to bringing this book to fruition.

A word about the text that follows. Throughout these pages, I have
not capitalized the word god. This is in order to avoid confusion when
Marcion’s god and the god of the Jews are under discussion and to
avoid prejudicing the nature of their debate about who and what the
latter god is.
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