
What tomake of all this? One frustration of the book is that its meaning
is not always clear. Percy can write with great elegance – especially in the
closing chapter there are some profoundly moving reflections on what it
means to be ‘passionate’ in the light of the Cross (not just ‘the expulsion
of energy’) (p. 196) and a beautiful paean to Anglicanism modeled on 1
Corinthians 13 (p. 197). At other times, though, he is simply opaque –
andwhile this might in part be connected to the virtue of ‘undecidability’,
and a resistance to things being too clear too quickly, it is difficult some-
times to resist the suspicion that the vagueness reflects some deep lack
of substance and solidity at the core.

This suspicion is reinforced by his love for that very ‘virtue’: shouldwe
really want a church that excludes nothing but intolerance? Is it actually
true that ‘the early church fathers, when facedwith a choice of living with
heresy or schism, always chose the former’ (p. 158)? This question of doc-
trinal cohesion and boundaries is of course related to the larger one of the
church’s whole stance toward broader culture. It seems to this reviewer
that there is something to be said for the Church not being like the Na-
tional Health Service, and for not welcoming all on their own terms, with-
out a call to commitment and transformation – to intellectual, spiritual,
and moral discipleship. Quite apart from the fundamental theological
case for this, made long ago by that other Cuddesdon man Charles Gore
(not, one suspects, one of Percy’s heroes), there is a simple pragmatic
rationale. The National Health Service is sustained by massive tax payer
investment. If we do not evangelize, convert, and disciple people where
exactly will the resource for any sort of national mission come from?

Peter Waddell
University of Winchester

★ ★ ★

John’s Use of Ezekiel: Understanding the Unique Perspective of the
Fourth Gospel, Brian Neil Peterson, Fortress, 2015 (ISBN 978-1-4514-
9031-2), xiv+241pp., pb $39

BrianNeil Peterson is assistant professor of Old Testament andHebrew at
Lee University in Tennessee (USA). Peterson’s third monograph, John’s
Use of Ezekiel, is a welcome addition to his earlier work, Ezekiel in Context
(2012). The OT scholar does not claim expertise in Johannine studies but
suggests that sometimes an outsider is able to provide fresh insights. He
therefore proposes that many of the interpretive lacunae in regard to the
book of John can be resolved by recognizing the influence of Ezekiel on
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the Fourth Gospel. He contends that Ezekiel played a dominant role in
influencing the Gospel’s author.
Following introductory remarks, the book is divided into eight chap-

ters. In chapter 1, Peterson outlines interpretive difficulties with the
Gospel of John and theorizes that the book of Ezekiel resolves such issues.
He provides a helpful graphic diagram of the rhetorical peaks and valleys
of Ezekiel, which is reproduced fromhis priormonograph on Ezekiel. The
major peaks consist of the opening vision of Yahweh’s glory (Ezek 1–3),
the vision of the defiled temple (Ezek 8–11), the two metaphors of Israel’s
broken covenant (Ezek 16, 23), the vision of the revived nation (Ezek 37),
and the vision of the rebuilt temple and Yahweh’s return (Ezek 40–48).
The following six chapters explicate Ezekiel’s rhetorical peaks in rela-

tion to the Gospel of John. The only peak not examined in detail is the
third peak, although Peterson does address the relation of Ezekiel’s ex-
tended metaphors to the Fourth Gospel in a lengthy footnote. In chapter
2, Peterson juxtaposes John 1 and Ezek 1–3, presenting a cluster of parallel
themes that include creation imagery and rejection motifs. In chapter 3,
Peterson notes the similarities between Jesus’ sign acts and the sign acts
of Ezekiel. He contends that the number of signs, the purpose of the signs,
and the response to the signs are the same in both books. Chapter 4 deals
with the second Ezekielian peak as Peterson argues that the unusual
placement of the temple cleansing in John 2 is an intentional rhetorical de-
vice used to evoke the withdrawal of the Lord’s presence in Ezek 8–11. In
chapter 5, Peterson explains how the ‘I am’ sayings of John present Jesus
as the fulfillment ofmessianic motifs in Ezek 12–39. In chapter 6, resurrec-
tion is addressed through thematic and linguistic similarities between
John 17, John 20, and Ezek 37. Peterson contends that notable ‘peculiari-
ties’ in John’s presentation of the PassionWeek can be explained by his re-
liance on Ezek 37. Chapter 7 deals with the final Ezekielian peak as Jesus’
post-cross return to Jerusalem parallels the return of Yahweh to the tem-
ple in Ezek 40–43. Both books end with a future-looking hope in a more
permanent reign of Yahweh/Jesus on the earth. Further, Peterson con-
tends that ‘the destruction of the first temple afforded John the opportu-
nity to present Jesus as its spiritual replacement’ (p. 193). The brief final
chapter of the book provides a synopsis of the argumentation from the
previous chapters. The book concludes with an index of subjects and
scripture references.
John’s Use of Ezekiel is a well-written, well-organized, and well-

researched monograph. Peterson offers extensive footnotes for readers
who desire further study. And indeed, Peterson’s thesis bears further in-
vestigation. His convincing arguments offer a way forward for Johannine
scholarship, which has reached something of a stalemate in regard to dif-
ficult issues like the placement of the temple cleansing. The theological,
structural, thematic, and linguistic parallels that link John and Ezekiel
are difficult to ignore now that Peterson has methodically brought them
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to light. A minor weakness in the argumentation, however, is Peterson’s
treatment of John 21. The author fails to substantively address how the
puzzling final chapter of the Fourth Gospel relates to Ezekiel. He does
count the large catch of fish as one of the eight Johannine miracles but
does not explain how the chapter’s placement relates to the overall
scheme of rhetorical peaks in Ezekiel.

Peterson’s hypothesis evokes several implications that bear further
study. First, Peterson peripherally touches on the question of John’s audi-
ence.He posits a Jewish audience because non-Jewswould not likely have
recognized ‘the structural and thematic connections to Ezekiel’ (p. 23). Of
course, such an assumption is contingent on the accuracy of Peterson’s
theory. Second, Revelation appears to borrow heavily from Ezekiel. If Pe-
terson is correct, the likelihood that the Fourth Gospel and Revelation
come from the hand of the same author increases.

To conclude, John’s Use of Ezekiel is an essential monograph for Johan-
nine scholars. Peterson’s work yields promising new avenues for future
research into the Johannine corpus. Scholars of Ezekiel will also find the
monograph an enlightening and captivating read. For those who view
the two biblical testaments as a complete unit, Peterson’s insights provide
a newdepth ofmeaning for the OTprophetic book.While themonograph
is primarily directed toward the academy, Peterson’s clear and engaging
writing style will broaden his audience to even non-specialists.

Andrea L. Robinson
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans, LA

★ ★ ★

Cormac McCarthy and the Signs of Sacrament, Matthew L. Potts,
Bloomsbury Academic, 2015 (ISBN 978-1-5013-0655-6), vii+224pp., hb
£74

InCormacMcCarthy and the Signs of Sacrament, MatthewL. Potts attends to
the ‘most pervasive literary trope in all McCarthy’s work: the image of
sacrament, and in particular, of eucharist’ (p. 1). He does this by attending
specifically toMcCarthy’sNo Country for Old Men, BloodMeridian, Suttree,
Border Trilogy (made up of All the Pretty Horses, The Crossing, and Cities of
the Plain), and The Road. Potts sets out to demonstrate thatMcCarthy’s use
of sacramental imagery is intended to develop ‘a distinct moral vision, a
sacramental ethics’ (p. 2), and he does so in convincing fashion.

He begins by setting his work apart from existing studies of
McCarthy’s fiction that mostly fall into three approaches: existentialist,
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