
NT GENERAL     485

New Testament Abstracts 60/3 • 2016

The notice of the highlighted book appeared in NTA 60/3 in December 2016 (© Boston 
 College). A corresponding record will appear in NTA Online (see www.ebscohost.com). 
The editors appreciate the cooperation of the publisher in making the review copy available.

Books for review may be sent through the US postal service to: New Testament Abstracts, 
Boston College School of Theology and Ministry, 140 Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill, 
MA 02467-3800, USA. For items sent via a delivery service (e.g., FedEx, UPS), please use the 
 following address: 9 Lake Street, Brighton, MA 02135-3841. E-mail: NTAbstracts@bc.edu.

ulrich luz, Exegetische Aufsätze, Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament 
357 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2016, €179) ix and 565 pp., fig., 4 halftones. Indexed. LCN: 
2016389206. ISBN: 978-3-16-153536-9.

The twenty-seven exegetical essays in this first volume of Luz’s collected essays include 
studies on Jesus (seven articles), studies on the Sayings Source (three), studies on the Gospel 
of Matthew (ten), studies on the other Gospels (two), and studies on the Pauline corpus (five). 
Luz has provided new introductions for each of these five sections. The articles concern Jesus 
from a Western perspective—the state of research, and methodology (2012); the interpretive 
tendencies of Matthew and the “historical Jesus” (2014); the birth stories of Jesus and history 
(2013); the use of Jesus-traditions in the Pauline and post-Pauline letters; Jesus in compari-
son with recent Japanese religious founders (2009); why Jesus went to Jerusalem (2002); the 
troublesome Jesus—once more, why Jesus went to Jerusalem; a reconstruction of the text of Q; 
Matthew and Q (1998); how Matthew might answer some of the basic questions of modern Q 
research (2011); the miracle stories of Matthew 8–9 (2005); the speech to the disciples in Mat-
thew 10 as an inquiry into ecclesiology (1989); a thetic sketch of Matthean Christology (1991); 
anti-Judaism in the Gospel of Matthew as a historical and theological problem [see § 37-734]; 
fictivity and loyalty to tradition in the Gospel of Matthew in light of Greek literature [§ 38-742]; 
whether the Gospel of Matthew is a new or a newly edited Jesus-story (2001); intertexts in the 
Gospel of Matthew [§ 49-939]; the significance of the Matthean passion narrative in western 
Europe (2005); Matthew and the Judaism of his time (2015); Matthew’s new Jesus-Christ-
story— Matthew and Mark; the image of Jesus in pre-Markan tradition (1975); the farewell dis-
course in John 13–17—a conversation with J. Zumstein (2009); statements about judgment in 
Colossians, Ephesians, and Paul’s letters (2003); Paul as a mystic (2004); Paul as a charismatic 
and a mystic (2010); Paul’s gospel of justification in construction and development (2010); and 
Ephesians and its paraenesis (1989). 

david l. mathewson and elodie B. emiG, Intermediate Greek Grammar: Syntax for Students 
of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2016, $32.99) xxiii and 307 pp., fig., 
halftone, tables. Indexed. LCN: 2016010357. ISBN: 978-0-8010-3072-7.

This intermediate Greek grammar incorporates some of the most recent linguistic insights 
into the study of Koine Greek, making accessible to students advances in the areas of verbal 
aspect theory, the voice system, conjunctions, and linguistic and discourse studies. It employs 
a minimalistic approach to grammar, a realistic view of language, aims to be descriptive rather 
than prescriptive, distinguishes between semantics and pragmatics, and takes a realistic view of 
biblical language software. After a nine-page introduction it treats the cases; pronouns; adjec-
tives and adverbs; the article; prepositions; the Greek verb system; the verb—voice, person, and 
number; mood; infinitives; participles; clauses, conditional clauses, and relative clauses; depen-
dent clauses and conjunctions; and discourse considerations. An appendix provides a table of 
principal parts of verbs occurring fifty times or more in the NT. Mathewson is associate professor 
of NT and Emig is instructor of NT Greek at Denver Seminary in Littleton, CO.

sheila e. mcGinn, lai linG e. nGan, and ahida c. pilarsKi (eds.), By Bread Alone: The Bible 
through the Eyes of the Hungry (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2014, paper $29) xii and 257 pp. Bibli-
ography. Indexed. LCN: 2015304476. ISBN: 978-1-4514-6550-1.

The ten contributions in this volume (one previously published) aim to help contemporary, 
first-world readers of biblical texts develop a field of vision that sees and hears those who hunger, 
both those in the texts and those in the world today. After the editors’ fifteen-page introduction, 
essays of interest to NT studies include those by K. M. O’Connor on biblical studies and a her-
meneutic of hunger (2010); B. C. Gregory on social and theological aspects of hunger in Sirach; 
M. A. Beavis on “you give them something to eat” (Mk 6:37)—beyond a hermeneutic of hunger; 
L. Maloney on the friend at midnight (Lk 11:1-10); S. M. Elliott on an empty jar and a starving
woman—Gospel of Thomas 97 and a hermeneutics of hunger; M. S. Ibita on including the hun-
gry adelphoi—Pauline points of view in 1 Cor 11:17-34; and McGinn and M. T. Wilson-Reitz on
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2 Thessalonians versus the ataktoi—a Pauline critique of “white-collar welfare.” C. Vladimiroff 
has provided a two-page foreword.

tony merida, The Christ-Centered Expositor: A Field Guide for Word-Driven Disciple Mak-
ers (Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016, paper $29.99) xix and 300 pp. Bibliography. Indexed. 
ISBN: 978-1-4336-8574-3. 

After a 22-page introduction, this overview of expository preaching addresses the expositor’s 
heart: watch your life and doctrine, love the Christ-centered Scriptures, proclaim Christ from the 
Scriptures, rely on the Spirit’s power, cultivate a vibrant prayer life, and preach and teach for 
God’s glory. Then it treats the expositor’s message: study the text, unify the redemptive theme, 
construct an outline, develop the functional elements, add an introduction and a conclusion, 
deliver the word, and contextualize the message. Each chapter includes questions for discus-
sion. Four appendixes are included. Merida is associate professor of preaching at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, NC. An earlier edition entitled Faithful Preaching 
appeared in 2009.

alan muGridGe, Copying Early Christian Texts: A Study of Scribal Practice, Wissenschaft-
liche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament 362 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2016, €159) xx 
and 558 pp., 13 figs., 7 graphs, 12 tables. Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2016389518. ISBN: 
978-3-16-154688-4.

Based on a doctoral dissertation supervised by G. H. R. Horsley and accepted by the Uni-
versity of New England, New South Wales in 2010, this book examines the extant Christian 
papyri, along with a number of allied papyri as a control set, to ascertain what kinds of writers 
actually copied or wrote them. After a 25-page introduction (the papyri and their handwriting), 
it discusses content, material, form, and size; page layout (rolls, codices, sheets, wooden tab-
lets); reading aids (pagination, titles and headings, section markers, sense lines and stichometric 
layout, punctuation, lectional signs); and writing the text (number of writers; letter height, inter-
linear spacing, and leading; letters per line, even right margin, and line-fillers; lines per column; 
critical signs and corrections; marginal notes; decorations and illustrations; linguistic features; 
abbreviations; the Tetragrammaton; nomina sacra; stichometric counts; accuracy of textual 
transmission). An extensive catalogue (pp. 155-410) provides details on the 548 papyri used in 
the study. Mugridge, senior lecturer in NT at Sydney Missionary and Bible College, concludes 
that Christians employed the services of trained scribes to have the majority of their texts copied, 
and there is no evidence that the copyists were all Christians.

Jinty nelson and damien KempF (eds.), Reading the Bible in the Middle Ages, Studies in Early 
Medieval History (London—New York: Bloomsbury, 2015, £90/$120) ix and 284 pp., 7 tables. 
Bibliography. Indexed. LCN: 2015018902. ISBN: 978-1-4742-4572-2. 

The eight contributions in this volume attempt to ask more insistently than before who exactly 
medieval readers were, and how they read the Bible. After the editors’ six-page introduction, the 
essays are by C. Linde on 12th-century notions of the canon of the Bible; G. Heydemann on the 
orator as exegete—Cassiodorus as a reader of the Psalms; Nelson on lay readers of the Bible in 
the Carolingian 9th century; M. de Jong on Jeremiah, Job, Terence, and Paschasius Radbertus—
political rhetoric and biblical authority in the Epitaphium Arsenii; H. Parkes on biblical readings 
for the night office in 11th-century Germany; F. Hartmann on the literal reading of the Bible in 
the era of the investiture conflict; J. Barrau on sibyls, tanners, and leper kings—taking notes from 
and about the Bible in 12th-century England; and C. Weeda on violence, control, prophecy, and 
power in 12th-century France and Germany.

peter oaKes (ed.), Booklist 2016, JSNT 38/5 (London: Sage, 2016, paper) vi and 154 pp. 
Indexed. ISSN: 0142-064X.

Published as the fifth issue of volume 38 of the Journal for the Study of the New Testament 
[see NTA 59, p. 530], this volume provides descriptions and evaluations of recent books on 
the NT and related areas under twenty-three headings: NT general; NT topics; Jesus; Gospels; 




