
church and society. Although sketchy on details, she envisions a vibrant 
faith that will appear more Jewish, less doctrinal, more based in narra
tive, and having authority located "in scripture and community." She 
illustrates this gathering center by drawing a simple quadrilateral used 
in the 1960s, where churches were often labeled "liturgical," "renewal-
ist," "social justice," and "evangelical." She then bends and reshapes the 
lines until the graph comes to resemble a rose. The rose is the emerging 
or gathering center. 

This charting exercise reminded me of a basketball coach who would 
often begin to diagram a particular play at half-time, and then continue, 
using one continuous line, to chart all ensuing plays with illustrated 
commentary on what actually took place, what should have taken place, 
and what surely must take place in the second half of play. In the end, 
the diagram looked mostly like a ball of yarn that had been given to a 
cat. With increasing complexity, diagrams can lose their ability to com
municate clearly. 

This is a thought-provoking book that would be excellent when used 
in a discussion group. It invites conversation, disagreement, and discern
ment. Tickle has provided a valuable guide to a complex and ongoing 
struggle in American Protestantism today. 

DWIGHT NELSON 

Robert F. Molsberry, Blindsidedby Grace (Augsburg Fortress, 2004), 
175 pages, $15. 

Aglance at the quality of references in the bibliography suggested 
that Blindsided by Grace was going to be a book of substance worth 

reading. I was not disappointed. Robert Molsberry writes of his life after 
being blindsided by a truck while riding a bicycle. He writes in a personal 
manner without any call for pity or admiration. In his words, "This book 
is an exploration of my attempt to regenerate the pieces of my life, to find 
meaning in the new me who emerges, and discover insights along the 
way. I offer it hoping that it will be useful to others facing catastrophic 
change. If it's valuable at all the value should transfer to anyone who is 
adjusting to new imposed limitations, including those who grieve losses 
in their lives and those who are aging...." 

The reader will come to appreciate doing for oneself what can be 
done, recognizing and gratefully accepting the value and necessity of 
community. We also glimpse the relationship of disability to cultures 
within which we live, and cultural perceptions of disability. Further, we 
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are acquainted with the impact of a person's disability on others in the 
family, community, and place of employment. Molsberry is pastor of 
a congregation in Iowa. He is also husband and father, goutmet coffee 
drinker, and triathlon athlete. He is a normal human being who happens 
to have a disability. 

The author deals with a very wide range of disability considerations— 
individual, social, and theological, such as healing, diversity (disability 
being but one of a variety of ways of being human), accepting and get
ting on with life and laying aside the question of "Why?" He helps us 
understand the disability community as a minority population rather 
than as ill persons needing to be cured—one can hope to recover from 
an illness, while in many instances disability, as the author's auto sticker 
says, is "permanent, non-expiring." He also gives a brief glimpse of dis
ability and the Bible, noting examples of restoration to community, of 
God's radically inclusive banquet, and of "grace sufficient." 

The book is realistic, matter-of-fact, informative, insightful and chal
lenging. It would indeed be helpful for those facing loss and change and 
for understanding those in such situations. It is worth reading for help 
with taking a good look at life and living, period. Blindsided by Grace 
is an easy read, yet it is filled with facts and details Molsberry weaves 
into his story of coming to terms with physical disability. Other types 
of disability are mentioned and similar principles apply; however, the 
categories of mental illness or impairment might not so easily fit what 
the author advises for individuals living with disability in general. He 
emphasizes realistically facing up to "the new me," while rejecting unat
tainable cultural illusions (like those teflected in advertising) of what is 
normal or ideal. It is a realism without resignation as reflected in lines 
from the last chapter, "I'm not waiting for doctors to come up with 
a cure...I'm also not content to sit at home waiting for the world to 
accommodate me. I have some fantastic gifts to offer still, and the world 
had better figure out ways to include me—even on wheels—or it will be 
that much poorer for its oversight." 

JAMES A. SWANSON 

James Choung, True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In (Inter-
Varsity Press, 2008), 214 pages, $15; Based on a True Story (Inter-
Varsity Press, 2008), 27 pages, $1.50. 

In True Story, James Choung offers a fresh perspective on evangelism and 
the essential elements of the gospel. Choung works with InterVarsity 
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