
Written as a pastoral commentary for Catholics, the style
and content are nonetheless such that the book could be of
interest for ministers, catechists, or students of other denomi-
nations. Each pericope is presented in three major sections:
1) the text of the NABRE translation, followed by a summary
list of related passages in the OT, NT, Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church, and Roman Lectionary; 2) Williamson’s exegeti-
cal commentary on the pericope, usually 3–5 pages long,
and often accompanied by “Biblical Background” sidebars (e.
g. Jewish Wedding Customs) or “Living Tradition” sidebars
(e.g. Bede’s interpretation of the 144,000); and 3) a Reflection
and Application section, which offers pastoral applications
for today. Williamson’s work is well attuned to recent schol-
arship, most notably Osborne, Koester, Bauckham, and Beale,
while giving pride of place to the OT background of texts in
its interpretation. Williamson stresses the cyclical, already-
but-not-yet nature of Revelation, while also emphasizing,
maybe at times too much, a primarily futuristic message of
the bowls and their associated judgment cycles. The amillen-
nial presentation of Revelation 20 is particularly well argued.
A very occasional error can be found, such as attributing
four heads to the last of the beasts in Daniel 7, instead of to
the third beast. Williamson’s contribution is nevertheless one
of the better midlevel or pastoral commentaries on Revela-
tion currently available.

Devin Roza
Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum

THE FIRST URBAN CHURCHES. VOLUME 1.
METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS. Edited by
James R. Harrison and L. L. Welborn. Writings from the
Greco-Roman World Supplements, 7. Atlanta, GA: SBL
Press, 2015.

This book lays out the methodological foundations for
what will be a multivolume series, with each book focused
on a particular city linked to Paul, Acts, and/or Revelation.
Harrison’s introductory essay clearly articulates that, to
understand Christ groups as urban phenomena, detailed
attention must be paid to evidence beyond literary texts.
The essays that follow argue why and how such evidence
must be used, illustrated with specific examples: archaeol-
ogy and gladiators at Colossae (Cadwallader); papyri in
Egypt (Choat); architecture and the Miletus market gate
(Kahl); numismatics and Corinth (Bitner); and subelite
writings and the poor (Welborn). In an essay that is excel-
lent in its simplicity, Trebilco lays out nicely both the
rationale for, and problems with, using epigraphy in study-
ing early Christ groups. His illustrations are taken from
some of the most familiar (to scholars) texts, and will
prove interesting to those not used to dealing with epigra-
phy. Ogereau’s methodological piece is more technical, but
demonstrates well how much can be gained with detailed
attention to epigraphic texts. Using the lex portorii Asiae,
he is able to dig deeply into a case study of the ancient

economy in a way that allows for more general observa-
tions to be made, with links to NT texts. Harrison’s con-
cluding essay on “Urban Portraits” is perhaps the densest
of the volume. He uses three case studies to demonstrate
how Romans viewed the Barbarians. Given his descrip-
tions of reliefs on various monuments, a couple of illustra-
tive photographs or drawings would have helped. In sum,
these essays convincingly make the case that epigraphy,
papyrology, numismatics, iconography, and archaeology
are important for scholars of the NT and Early Christiani-
ty, both in general and in detail. It is a great start to what
promises to be compelling series of volumes.

Richard S. Ascough
Queen’s School of Religion

APOSTLE OF THE LAST DAYS: THE LIFE, LET-
TERS, AND THEOLOGY OF PAUL. By C. Marvin Pate.
Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2014. Pp. 311. Paper, $22.99.

Pate presents a survey of Paul’s eschatological theology
in each Pauline epistle. He locates his discussion in the three
worlds Paul lived: Greco-Roman, Jewish, and Christian. He
argues that in Paul’s corpus there is a conflict of eschatolo-
gies—Paul’s inaugurated eschatology opposed to consistent
eschatology (represented by non-Christian Judaism), and real-
ized eschatology (represented by Hellenistic religion, Roman
imperial cult, the merkabah Judaizers, and non-merkabah
Judaizers). Paul’s eschatology is rooted in his conversion and
call espousing: 1) Jesus is the Messiah; 2) Jesus’s death and
resurrection inaugurated the age to come; 3) salvation is
entered into by faith and not obedience to the law of Moses;
and 4) Paul’s target audience was the Gentiles. Pate dis-
cusses the eschatological conflict between Paul and those
who oppose him and provides a summary of Paul’s eschato-
logical theology throughout each epistle. Pate’s final chapter
is a brief sketch of Paul’s theology, including apocalyptic
eschatology, Christology, pneumatology, anthropology, soteri-
ology, and ecclesiology. Pate’s work is a clear, well-written
analysis of Paul’s eschatological theology, with a helpful dis-
cussion of the conflicting eschatologies in the Pauline corpus.
His chapter on Paul’s theology is brief and needs a more
extensive treatment. Scholars and students interested in
Paul’s eschatology would find this book a helpful asset. It is
appropriate for college and seminary audiences in courses
on NT Introduction, Pauline theology, and NT eschatology.
This volume is recommended.

Craig D. Saunders
London School of Theology, Middlesex University

PAUL AND HIS RECENT INTERPRETERS. By N. T.
Wright. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2015. Pp.
xxiii1 379. Paper, $39.00.

To write a history of recent scholarly debate on Paul
would seem a herculean task. To do so in under 400 pages

Religious Studies Review · VOLUME 42 · NUMBER 4 · DECEMBER 2016

289



would seem impossible. Yet N. T. Wright has managed it
in a discussion that is readable, compelling, and often
humorous. Wright is, of course, one of the major contribu-
tors to the discussion, and often references his own large
works on Paul, Paul and the Faithfulness of God and Pauline
Perspectives: Essays on Paul, 1978–2013, (both Fortress
Press). His focus is on the major figures in the discussion
over the past half-century. In Chapters 3–5 on the “new
perspective” Wright features the work of E. P. Sanders,
those who followed him, and those who reacted against
the “new perspective.” The second section is devoted to
apocalyptic, featuring the work of K€asemann, Becker,
deBoer, Martyn, and Campbell. Despite the important con-
tribution they each make to recovery of this aspect of
Paul, Wright argues that the picture that emerges from a
study of the NT in its second temple context is larger than
this focus. In assessing the history of the emergence of
Christianity, Wright’s discussion in the third section cen-
ters on “social history” and the contribution of Meeks and
Horrell. More could have been said on Paul and the scrip-
ture of Israel, especially the work of Hays and Wagner,
but what Wright gives us is a splendid Pauline feast.

Peter R. Rodgers
Fuller Theological Seminary

PAUL’S WITNESS TO FORMATIVE EARLY CHRIS-
TIAN INSTRUCTION. By Benjamin A. Edsall. Wissen-
schaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament II, 365.
T€ubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2014. Pp. xiii1 297. £79.00/
$110.00.

The main issue Edsall discusses in this revised disser-
tation (Oxford; Markus Bockmuehl) is kerygma and preach-
ing in the early church. Edsall is not interested in
presenting an overview of early Christian teaching, but he
focuses especially on Pauline teaching and kerygma within
the early Christian communities Paul founded and orga-
nized. After a detailed presentation of previous scholarship
on early Christian preaching and katechesis, Edsall pro-
cedes to the main negotiation of his study, which is divid-
ed into three main parts. Part 1 deals with methodology.
Edsall proposes three appeals or indicators of what Paul
assumed his audience would know: 1) explicit reminders
of Paul’s teaching, 2) direct appeals, and 3) implicit
appeals to audience knowledge. Part 2 addresses formative
teaching in churches Paul established by himself. Edsall
presents the three proposed types of appeal in 1 Thessalo-
nians and 1 Corinthians, devoting a chapter to each type
and a summary chapter comparing the various materials
identified in the two letters. The results show a substantial
overlap in Paul’s initial teaching in both cities. Part 3 iden-
tifies the relationship between Paul’s initial teaching and
formative instruction in churches he did not establish,
especially those in Rome. Paul’s approach in Romans is
more political than in the other communities he

established. To sum up, this study constitutes an impor-
tant contribution to the early Christian preaching and
katechesis, especially to the communities that the Paul
himself established.

Spyros P. Panagopoulos
Ionian University

2 CORINTHIANS. By George H. Guthrie. Baker Exegeti-
cal Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Academic, 2015. Pp. xxv1 710. Cloth, $49.99.

Guthrie’s commentary offers a helpful resource for
readers of 2 Corinthians. Guthrie argues for the integrity
and coherence of the thirteen chapters and reads Paul’s
“opponents” as Jewish-Christians influenced by Sophism.
He approaches 2 Corinthians as reflecting a “relational
network” and attends constantly to the relations between
Paul and the Corinthians and sociocultural factors that
affect them. In one unique reading, Guthrie takes all of
2:14–16 to image God in triumphal procession and under-
stands Paul’s ministerial “we” not as God’s captives but as
incense bearers celebrating the Victor before onlookers. In
the controversial 3:7–18: the glory of Moses’s face did not
“fade” but was “made inoperative” when veiled (3:7), and
it is Moses’s face (not the old covenant or its ministry) that
was glorified but “made inoperative” (3:10–13) and with
which Paul contrasts new covenant ministry. The commen-
tary is engagingly written (peppered with literary referen-
ces) and addresses recent scholarship without losing
focus; it is not heavily technical but assumes exegetical
training. Constant attention is given to social and theologi-
cal perceptions of Paul’s ministry and the dynamics of
ministerial leadership in Paul’s Corinth and in the modern
world. Guthrie assumes a Christian audience and makes
general application to “our ministries” or directly
addresses the reader in the “Reflections” that follow exege-
sis (sometimes in introductions). This somewhat narrows
the ideal audience (though non-Christian exegetes will
benefit from Guthrie’s textual analyses) but simultaneous-
ly offers a resource rich in pastoral application and makes
this commentary a distinctive boon for those involved in
church leadership.

James B. Prothro
University of Cambridge

A COSMOPOLITAN IDEAL: PAUL’S DECLARA-
TION ‘NEITHER JEW NOR GREEK, NEITHER
SLAVE NOR FREE, NOR MALE AND FEMALE’ IN
THE CONTEXT OF FIRST-CENTURY THOUGHT. By
Karin B. Neutel. Library of New Testament Studies, 513.
London: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2015. Pp. xi1 266. Cloth,
$112.00.

The meaning of Galatians 3.28 has perplexed scholars
and been at the center of debates about ethnicity, slavery,
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