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who serves as professor of New Testament at the University of Bonn, begins by 
tracing the key elements of what we know about Paul’s life and his strong Jewish 
identity, drawing on information in his letters and a judicious use of the materials 
in the Acts of the Apostles. He then turns to the beginning of Paul’s Christian life 
with the apostle’s conversion or call and then elaborates on key convictions that 
course throughout Paul’s correspondence with his communities. Although this 
work is entitled an “Outline” of Paul’s theology, this does not mean that Wolter’s 
presentation is thin or fragmentary—rather, this substantial and penetrating 
 analysis of Paul’s theology presents the full span and subtlety of the apostle’s 
thought about faith, salvation, the theology of the cross, justification, the church, 
and the eschatological vision of Christian life in the world. This is one of the best 
presentations of Paul’s theology I have come across.

N. T. Wright, Paul and His Recent Interpreters. Minneapolis: Fortress Press 
(www.fortresspress.com), 2015. Pages, xxiii + 379. Paper, $39.00.

Former Anglican Bishop of Durham and now professor at the University of Saint 
Andrews, N. T. Wright has to be one of the most prolific biblical scholars in modern 
history. On the heels of his massive study, Paul and the Faithfulness of God (2013), 
he now presents another substantial volume on Paul, reviewing and interacting 
with key modern interpretations of the apostle’s theology. Wright groups his en-
gagement with this scholarship in three major categories: (1) Paul’s relationship to 
Judaism and the Greco-Roman world, (2) apocalyptic interpretations of Paul, and 
(3) studies that approach Paul from a social-scientific perspective. The literature on 
Paul is vast and Wright’s familiarity with this body of work and his clear, engaging 
style provide a most helpful map of the terrain for those trying to come to grips 
with modern interpretations of Paul.

Stephen I. Wright, Jesus the Storyteller. Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
(www.wjkbooks.com), 2015. Pages, 211. Paper, $25.00.

As the author of this book on Jesus’ parables notes at the outset, studies of the par-
ables have been abundant over the last century. But Wright, Director of Research 
and Tutor in Biblical Studies at Spurgeon’s College in London, takes a fresh look, 
especially exploring the nature and function of the parables as narratives. His 
clearly written and informed exposition views the parables within the context of 
the historical Jesus and the various geographical settings of his ministry, and also 
within the context of each gospel. Those turning to a serious study of the parables 
for the first time will find this a very helpful resource.
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