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By Judith Pollmann, Oxford, 2011,
256 pp., ISBN 978-0-19-960991-8,
$99.00.
In 1566, Dutch Calvinists carried
out extensive destruction of the
art and altars inside Catholic
churches while priests and
laity pretty much watched in
silence. Forty years later, these
same seemingly apathetic Dutch
Catholics were at the spearhead
of the Counterreformation.
Why were the Catholics of the
Netherlands so passive in the
face of Calvinist iconoclasm?
Why were they so strident just
a generation later? Historians,
using political and ecclesiastical
sources, have long argued
about the reasons. Blame for
the inactivity has been laid at
the feet of corrupt clergy, the
influence of Erasmus, and hatred
of the Spanish rulers. Missions
by the Jesuits have been cited
as the reason for the resurgence.
Judith Pollmann, (Leiden
University, the Netherlands) has
mined an astonishing wealth
of journals and diaries, mostly
those of merchants, teachers,
and priests, and has found a
complicated jumble of reasons for
the opinions and actions (or lack
thereof) of Dutch Catholics. Not
surprisingly, the heavy hand of
the Duke of Alba led to hostility
from both Protestants and
Catholics who detested his vicious
policies. Surprisingly, Tridentine
ecclesiastical reforms also led to
resistance from Dutch Catholics.
When the archdukes of the late
sixteenth century instituted
humane policies and tied religious
devotion to patriotism, Catholics
in the south began to flex their
orthodox strength, halting the
Calvinist tide and showing a
fervor exceeding that of a
century before.

The appalling price
notwithstanding, Pollmann’s
careful research and her shrewd
conclusions make this book
essential, not just for academic
libraries supporting European or
Church history, but for modern
Catholics interested in how the
lessons taught by the intelligent,
devout Dutch laity might be
applicable in the twenty-first
century Church.
Daniel Boice

Christianity: How a Despised
Sect from a Minority Religion
Came to Dominate the
Roman Empire
By Jonathan Hill, Fortress Press,
2011, 256 pp., ISBN 978-0-80069777-8, $29.95.
Christianity is a splendid book
with glossy photos, detailed maps
and topical sidebars. The book
provides interested readers with a
non-technical but informative and
readable introduction to the first
four hundred years of Christian
history. Though Jonathan Hill’s
Christianity will appeal to a
general audience, the same
scholarly research evidenced
in Hill’s earlier works forms its
foundation. Gone are the overly
pious tones of a much earlier era
of writers of Christian history.
Hill depicts the unromantic
emergence of the Christian faith,
“founded by a group of fishermen
and peasants from Galilee, a rural
backwater in an unimportant
region of the Roman Empire” (7).
The table of contents includes
the various elements of a typical
history of Christianity (Jesus and
the first Christians, opposition
and persecutions, Christian
philosophy, battles of heresy
and orthodoxy, development of
monasticism, emergence of the
official Church and the role of
the Empire). Hill’s engaging
narrative is punctuated with full
color images and enhanced by
an attractive layout. Though the
topic is sectarian, the book would
be appropriate for any library.
Laurie Brink, OP
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Background information is
given on his wealthy family, the
influence of his education, current
and classical thought on law
and government, and developing
ideas considering liberty and
contemporary conflict. The
majority of the text focuses on the
time period directly before, during,
and after the Revolution. Carroll
desired American independence
from 1765 and especially stressed
the need for a balance between
the executive, legislative and
judicial branches. Some of
his thoughts on the design of
American government take a
decidedly different track to what
eventually developed (i.e., the
upper house of the bicameral
legislature having an aristocratic
function and serving for life).
Charles Carroll was the only
Catholic signer of the Declaration
of Independence, as well as the
only living signer after the deaths
of John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson. The book provides much
information on issues of this time
period, such as the use of paper
money (which he opposed) and
the payment of debts to loyalists
(which he felt was the honest
thing to do). It elaborates on the
diplomatic role he and his priest
(and later first American Catholic
bishop) cousin, John Carroll, had
on a mission to Canada.
Carroll fought for religious
toleration for Catholicism,
becoming more devout with age.
His faith shaped his political and
world view; he sought to promote
and protect religious liberty.
This biography/ history book is
extensively end-noted with a large
bibliography and appendix. It is
recommended to anyone—high
school and up—with an interest
in the philosophical principles
underlying US independence and
its constitution.

