
TABLE 5.2 PROHIBITIONS OF THE ETHICAL DECALOGUE

1. Prohibition of the worship of any god other than Yahweh, either in the sense that no other god 
may be worshiped at a cultic site devoted to Yahweh or in the sense that there is to be no 
recognition of any other god as having a claim upon Israelites (Exod. 20:3; Deut. 5:7; cf. Exod. 
22:20)

2. Prohibition of making images of gods/God, either to represent Yahweh or to represent any other 
god, or in both senses (Exod. 20:4; Deut. 5:8, cf. Exod. 20:23)

3. Prohibition of misuse of the name of   Yahweh, either in the sense of oaths undertaken lightly, 
unnecessarily, or dishonestly, or in the sense of magical use of the name to curse or call up 
evil spirits to do harm to others unjustly (Exod. 20:7; Deut. 5:11)

4. Prohibition of work on the seventh or Sabbath day (Exod. 20:8; Deut. 5:12)

5. Prohibition of cursing one’s parents, either in the sense of youths who dishonor parents who 
still have guidance over them or in the sense of mature adults dishonoring or failing to care 
for their older parents (Exod. 20:12; Deut. 5:16)

6. Prohibition of murder of another Israelite, either homicide with malice or in the sense that the 
murderer or perpetrator of a capital crime may not be executed without proper judicial 
procedure, or both (Exod. 20:13; Deut. 5:17)

7. Prohibition of adultery, either embracing a variety of prohibited sexual liaisons, as in Lev. 18:6-
18, or referring to sexual union with a married or affianced woman (Exod. 20:14; Deut. 5:18)

8. Prohibition of stealing property/person(?), either in the sense of stealing all kinds of personal 
possessions or in the sense of stealing, that is, kidnapping, a person, which was a common 
source for the slave trade in antiquity (Exod. 20:15; Deut. 5:19; cf. Exod. 21:16)

9. Prohibition of accusing another Israelite falsely, either as plaintiff in a suit or as a witness, or both 
(Exod. 20:16; Deut. 5:20)

10. Prohibition of lusting after/seizing another Israelite’s house/household members, either in the sense 
of condemning the inner desire or greed to take property or persons belonging to another 
or in the sense of willfully seizing property to be distinguished from the seizure of persons in 
no. 8 (Exod. 20:17; Deut. 5:21)
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