Shepherd Guide: Lower Elementary

Lydia (Acts 16:11-15)

Welcome to the story of Lydia. As the caring leader of your small group of kids, you are an important part of their Spark experience. You also support the other Rotation leaders by being a consistent and friendly presence with your group. Use these Small Group Builders, Conversation Sparks, and Transition Tips to generate conversation and build relationships with your kids. Have fun as you grow in faith together!
SMALL GROUP BUILDERS

Try these tips to build relationships, trust, and friendship with your small group of kids when you have a few minutes at the beginning of Sunday school or between activities.

Sailing Ships

During Bible times, sailing on the sea was one way that people traveled to new towns. Talk about how it would feel to have the wind blowing on a Bibel time boat with no engine. What might you see from the ship? Who else would be on the ship with you? Share your ideas with your small group.
Household Duties

Lydia had her whole household baptized. Talk about who might have been in her household. Share who is baptized in your household. (Shepherds: Be sensitive to the fact that not all kids in your group may be baptized or have baptized family members.)
Place of Prayer
The disciples thought there might be a place of prayer by the river outside the gate. As a group, design a place of prayer. Record your designs on a piece of paper.

CONVERSATION SPARKS

Spark some faith-filled conversation during time you wait for activities to start or between activities. Use these questions with the kids in your group whenever you have a minute or two.

What do you do when you’re by a river?

What baptisms have you attended? What do you remember about them?

How do you spend your day of rest?

Who have you invited to your home?

Who was the last person who listened carefully to something you said?

I wonder how it feels to have the Lord open your heart.
TRANSITION TIPS

As your group moves from one place to another, keep things fun and story focused! Try these tips as you transition.
Wading in the River

The bank of the river would be shallow. To wade you would have to take off your shoes and hold up your pants or skirt. Wade to the next location while you hold your shoes and socks. Don’t get your clothes wet!
Eagerly Listening
Lydia was eagerly listening to Paul. Cup your hands behind your ears and listen eagerly as you move along to the next place. No talking – only listening!
Straight Course

Paul’s ship took a straight course to the next town. See if your group can take a straight course to the next activity. No turning corners or going around anything. Keep on the straight course.

Inside/Outside

Two people will be a gateway. The rest of the group will move through the gateway from the outside into the inside. Then the gate will move and the line will go through the gateway again. Keep going inside and outside until you arrive at your new location.
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Welcome to the story of Lydia. As the caring leader of your small group of kids, you are an important part of their Spark experience. You also support the other Rotation leaders by being a consistent and friendly presence with your group. Use these Small Group Builders, Conversation Sparks, and Transition Tips to generate conversation and build relationships with your kids. Have fun as you grow in faith together!

SMALL GROUP BUILDERS

Try these tips to build relationships, trust, and friendship with your small group of kids when you have a few minutes at the beginning of Sunday school or between activities.

Sabbath Thoughts
Sabbath is a day of rest. Talk about whether anyone has ever taken a whole day of rest. No chores. No school work. No activities. No church activities. A whole day to rest and be with God. Is this easy? Why or why not?
Baptized into a Community
Lydia was baptized, as were all the people in her household. They were baptized into a community of believers. Talk about what a community of believers means to you. Who is your community?

Faith Weavers
Lydia sold purple woven cloth and grew in faith by listening to Paul. Hold hands in a long line. Weave in and out of each other’s arms. Don’t let go of hands. Remember that faith is woven like cloth through our lives.
CONVERSATION SPARKS

Spark some faith-filled conversation during time you wait for activities to start or between activities. Use these questions with the kids in your group whenever you have a minute or two.

I wonder how Paul told Lydia about Jesus Christ.

How would you feel if a missionary came to talk to you?
Paul entered through a city gate. How do you enter a city, town, or village? 

What does hospitality mean? How do you show hospitality?
Would you like to take a long sailing voyage? Why or why not?
How would it feel to have your heart opened by the Lord?
TRANSITION TIPS

As your group moves from one place to another, keep things fun and story focused! Try these tips as you transition.

Purple Cloth

Purple cloth was expensive. Lydia sold it to people who had lots of money. To make purple you add blue and red. Divide the group into pairs – one person blue and one person red. Walk in two lines with pairs side-by-side. Can you move forward staying side-by-side keeping every pair purple?
Open the Gate

Paul taught Lydia outside the gate. Every time your group comes to a line in the tile, a seam in the carpet, or the frame of a doorway, stop and open the gate. The first person in line opens the gate and the last person closes the gate. How many ‘gates’ can you find?
Group Gathering

The women gathered and Paul spoke to them. Get your group into a huddle. Stay closely gathered as you journey to a new place.

Up and Down
The women sat down by the river. Paul sat down. The women stood to be baptized. Paul stood up. Bounce your bodies up and down to stand and sit all the way along your journey.
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Welcome to the story of Lydia. As the caring leader of your small group of kids, you are an important part of their Spark experience. You also support the other Rotation leaders by being a consistent and friendly presence with your group. Use these Small Group Builders, Conversation Sparks, and Transition Tips to generate conversation and build relationships with your kids. Have fun as you grow in faith together!
SMALL GROUP BUILDERS

Try these tips to build relationships, trust, and friendship with your small group of kids when you have a few minutes at the beginning of Sunday school or between activities.

Spread the News

Paul brought the news of Jesus to Lydia. She helped others hear the good news. Sit in a circle. One person chooses a statement about Jesus and whispers it to the next person. Each person passes on the good news about Jesus. The last person says aloud what they heard. Did the message get mixed up?
Where Would You Go

Missionaries tell people about Jesus – in the country where you live and in other countries. Tell your group somewhere you would go to spread the message of Jesus. Why? Where would kids in your group go?
Ship Building

Paul sailed on a ship. Discuss what supplies and tools are needed to build a sailing ship. Pretend you are building the ship. Divide the jobs so that everyone in your group has a task for building the ship.
CONVERSATION SPARKS

Spark some faith-filled conversation during time you wait for activities to start or between activities. Use these questions with the kids in your group whenever you have a minute or two.

Who would you like to invite to stay at your house? Why?

Paul sailed to see Lydia. Name all the ways you have traveled. 

Lydia’s household was very big. How big is your household?

What have you heard about missionaries? 

Why do you think the message of Jesus is for everyone?

Would you like to start a new church like Paul? Why or why not?
TRANSITION TIPS

As your group moves from one place to another, keep things fun and story focused! Try these tips as you transition.

Measuring Cloth
Lydia sold purple cloth. She would need to measure it for her customers. Pretend you are measuring cloth. A yard (.3 m)  is from your nose to the tip of your pointer finger. Measure three yards (1m) of cloth while you walk to your next location.
Quiet Gathering

Lydia and the women may have gathered at the river to quietly pray on the Sabbath. As you quietly move to the next place, make no noise. Quietly say “shhhh” to all those you meet.
Proclaim the Good News

Paul and Lydia proclaimed the good news of Jesus to all they met. As you journey to the next spot, proclaim loudly, “Jesus is Lord!” Be sure that everyone hears you.
Baptized in the River
Lydia and her household were baptized in the river with lots of water. Pretend to splash lots of water on all those you meet when traveling to your next activity. 
