The Widow’s Offering

Large Group Opening

Welcome to the Large Group Opening for The Widow’s Offering. Enjoy your time (about 10 minutes) with kids as you sing, learn, and pray together. Choose a song to get things started, move into the object lesson that introduces kids to the story, and finish up your time with a prayer.

Spark Songs

Spark Resources: Spark Song CD, Spark Songbook, Downloadable Spark Song Lyrics Sheets or Slides

Supplies: CD player, flashlight, coins
Use one or more of the following Spark Songs during your Large Group Opening. Use them in the order that suits your group’s size, format, and time frame.

This Little Light of Mine: Explain that today’s story is about something small making a big difference. Shine the flashlight and talk about the difference that a single light can make in a dark room. Hold up the coins and talk about the difference that one little coin can make to someone who doesn’t have much money. Then sing the song together.

Give Me Oil in My Lamp: Explain that in Bible times, oil was needed to light the lamps. In today’s story, the widow needed a loving heart in order to give her two small coins. Sing this story-specific verse together:

Give me love in my heart, keep me giving.

Give me love in my heart, I pray.

Give me love in my heart, keep me giving, giving, giving.

Keep me giving to the Lord, I pray.
Spark My World: Sing the chorus and some of the kids’ favorite verses as written. Then teach the following verse to the kids and invite them to sing it with you: 

Give to God and share good news!

A little does lots to spread good news! 

If time allows, encourage kids to create their own story-specific verses.

Introduce the Story

Spark Resources: None

Supplies: Several coins

Pile the coins in a place where all of the kids will be able to see them. As they arrive, pretend that you are counting the coins.

Hi there! Today, I’m busy counting my money. I don’t have much – just a few coins. What do you think I should do with my money? What are some things you do with your money? Allow time for kids to share their ideas.

Do any of you give your money to church? Allow time for kids to respond. Also ask about whether they give it away to any other causes. I heard the Bible story that we are going to learn about today, and it really got me thinking.
The Bible story is about a woman who had two coins. Instead of using the money for herself, she gave all of it to the church! Wow! I have a lot more than two coins. I was thinking about what I could get for myself with the money. I wasn’t thinking about giving it to the church, but her story gave me a great idea. I can’t wait to learn more about the woman in the story and to find out what Jesus said about the money she gave.

Talk about these questions:

· Is it easy or hard for you to give money away? Why?

· What do you think Jesus will say about the woman?

· What else can you give to help the church?
Closing Prayer 

Ask kids and leaders to hold any coins they may have during this prayer.

Generous God, thank you for everything you give us. Thanks for riches that aren’t always money, but things that mean more – your love for us, your son Jesus, and our friends and families. Help us to always be grateful for everything you give us. Help us to give what we can to you. Amen.

