Spark Rotation Large Group Opening Briefing

About Spark

Spark is the new Sunday school offering from Augsburg Fortress. Here are a few main features:

· Spark Sunday school gives congregations content to teach Bible stories and activate faith in kids using a variety of age-appropriate, engaging methods.

· Spark Sunday school offers content for teaching Sunday school through a variety of approaches. Spark Classroom follows the traditional scope and sequence of Old Testament stories in the fall and New Testament stories in the spring. Spark Lectionary follows the Revised Common Lectionary so that each week kids focus on a story that they will hear during worship. Spark Rotation offers content for 8 workshops, 6 Large Group Openings, 6 weeks of Preschool content, 3 Shepherd Guides, and 1 Family Page.

· Spark supports CE directors, Sunday school teachers, and other volunteers by offering leader materials that are easy to use and that support quick prep.

· Spark Sunday school curriculum focuses on Bible story teaching through two Bibles developed specifically for this program: the Spark Story Bible for two-year-olds through second graders and the Spark Bible (NRSV translation) for third through sixth graders.

About Large Group Openings
Large Group Openings (LGOs) are an important part of many Sunday school programs. Each Spark lesson has an LGO, a time for kids and leaders to sing a song or two, experience a introduction to the day’s Bible story, and pray together.

Large Group Openings have the same structure each time: Spark Music, Introduce the Story, and Closing Prayer.

· Spark Music

Music plays an important part of LGOs. Each LGO recommends 3 songs from the Spark Song CD. Each song recommendation also includes an idea for adding something to the song. These expansion ideas include providing new words that can be sung to the instrumental track, motions and actions, ASL signs, or another way to connect the song to the day’s lesson. The music leader may lead the song using the instrumental track on the CD, the piano score, or the guitar chords.
· Introduce the Story

Introduce the Story in an engaging, interactive way using an object lesson that helps kids enter the story. It is not a direct retelling of the story from the Bible during the LGO – that’s what they’ll dive into once they are in their groups. You can focus on a theme of the story, such as stewardship, healing, or peace. You may focus on one specific part of the story, like the weather (such as a storm for the story of Jesus calming a storm), a character (the innkeeper in the story of The Good Samaritan), or a prop (the sack lunch of the boy who shared his loaves and fishes). This section includes a supply list, instructions, and some follow-up questions for the kids to think and talk about. 

· Closing Prayer

The closing prayer is a way to wrap up the LGO time together. Include interactive features to the prayer such as echo, call-and-response, movement, use of objects or sounds, and other creative ways to connect the prayer to the object lesson and the Bible story.
About Writing Large Group Openings
· Keep the song suggestions fun and easy to teach.

· Remember that the purpose of Introduce the Story is NOT to retell the story.
· For your sample, select three of the following traditional songs from the Spark Music CD: All Night, All Day; Deep and Wide; Father Abraham; Give Me Oil in My Lamp; Go Tell It on the Mountain; He’s Got the Whole World; I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy; Jesus Loves the Little Children.
· If you’re stumped with writing this content, go back to the story! There is bound to be a word or phrase, an image, or a Bible time fact that will spark some inspiration.

· The best way to get an idea for Large Group Openings is to see what’s been created already. Read the sample closely!


