Spark Rotation Family Pages Briefing

About Spark

Spark is the new Sunday school offering from Augsburg Fortress. Here are a few main features:

· Spark Sunday school gives congregations content to teach Bible stories and activate faith in kids using a variety of age-appropriate, engaging methods.

· Spark Sunday school offers content for teaching Sunday school through a variety of approaches. Spark Classroom follows the traditional scope and sequence of Old Testament stories in the fall and New Testament stories in the spring. Spark Lectionary follows the Revised Common Lectionary so that each week kids focus on a story that they will hear during worship. Spark Rotation offers content for 8 workshops, 6 Large Group Openings, 6 weeks of Preschool content, 3 Shepherd Guides, and 1 Family Page.

· Spark supports CE directors, Sunday school teachers, and other volunteers by offering leader materials that are easy to use and that support quick prep.

· Spark Sunday school curriculum focuses on Bible story teaching through two Bibles developed specifically for this program: the Spark Story Bible for two-year-olds through second graders and the Spark Bible (NRSV translation) for third through sixth graders.

About Family Pages

No matter what model congregations use – Classroom, Lectionary, or Rotation – Spark provides a take-home page for families. The purpose is to share the Bible story and text, provide cues for kids to talk about the story, and offer ideas for faith-building activities in the family.

Each Family Page has three columns so that families could fold the page, tape it together, and make a table tent. The following content is found in each column.

Column 1: READ IT

This column has these parts: a Focus Statement, 4-7 Key Words from the story, a Bible Factoid, and a Family Prayer.
· The Focus Statement is the most important point of the Bible story that all kids and family members can relate to. It should be 10 words or less.

· The Key Words are from the Bible story. Key words can include character name(s), settings, objects, action verbs, animals, and other memorable parts of the Bible story.

· The Bible Factoid provides content designed to increase Bible literacy, provide factual information about the story, give historical context, define a word from the story in more detail, help with pronunciation, or provide another interesting look into the Bible story. Keep it simple and interesting for kids!
· The Family Prayer is a prayer that a family can say together before meals, before leaving home, or at bedtime. It should reinforce the Focus Statement. Family members can offer prayer petitions, or have the family actively engaged as they offer the prayer.
Column 2: TALK ABOUT IT

This column has these parts: Family Conversations, an Eye Spark, and an Ear Spark.
Family Conversations has four questions that typically follow this structure. The first question should appeal to younger kids and ask something that they can easily answer. The second question should appeal to older kids and ask something about their relationships with others. The third question should be a question that anyone in the family could answer and explore in a conversation. The fourth question should describe a game or activity they could try together and then talk about.

The Eye Spark provides an idea for a weekly ritual that gives family members something to LOOK for and links it to the story with a reaction to do, say, or think.

The Ear Spark provides an idea for a weekly ritual that gives family members something to LISTEN for and links it to the story with a reaction to do, say, or think.
Column 3: LIVE IT

This column has three ideas for putting faith into action by doing things together as a family. 
· For families to do together describes an activity that families can do together. It should take between 10-60 minutes to complete. Activities should appeal to multiple intelligences, personal interests, and family budgets by rotating between service projects, family rituals and traditions, food preparations, crafts, activities in nature, musical activities, and games.
· For younger kids describes a way that preschoolers and lower elementary kids can practice faith by providing a simple service that connects to the story/lesson focus. It should take the child no longer than 10 minutes to complete.
· For Older Kids describes a way that third through sixth graders can explore some aspect of the Bible story using technology. It may involve online research, downloading a song or digital photos, or designing a PowerPoint, brochure, or other print piece using commonly-available software.
About Writing Family Pages

· Make sure you describe low- or no-cost activities that families can do together.

· If you’re stumped with writing this content, go back to the story! There is bound to be a word or phrase, an image, or a Bible time fact that will spark some inspiration.

· The best way to get an idea for Family Pages content is to see what’s been created already. Read the sample closely!

