SUNDAY SCHOOL SAMPLE BRIEFING

Background

Augsburg Fortress is committed to offering curriculum choices that meet the variety of needs of Sunday school ministries in congregations. Our research and customer feedback from churches indicate that many congregations we serve want a curriculum series that is Bible story centered, teacher-led, with close age/grade groupings, and that provides a learner resource for each session.

Planning Principles

· Sunday School writers will develop all-new sessions, focusing their writing efforts on helping teachers tell Bible stories in a variety of ways and adding more experiential and interactive learning activities.

· Writers will keep a strong focus on witnessing in the broadest sense – helping teachers and learners articulate their faith and explore how faith transforms one’s daily life. This is an important link to the ELCA emphasis on “Making Christ Known” and to the current focus on evangelism and discipleship in all mainline denominations.

· Writers will create engaging ideas and activities for families to use at home to reinforce and continue learning.

· Remember that this session is Bible story-centered, so the sample needs to reflect this concept in a clear visual way. The Bible story text is provided for the session. If you include additional biblical content in the Teacher Guide or Leaflet, check that all quoted Bible verses are from NRSV, and make all word puzzles and Bible verse activities work with the NRSV translation.

Sample Session

· Writers will create a manuscript for a Teacher Guide as well as a Leaflet (Learner Resource) according to the guidelines set forth in this briefing. A session in the Teacher Guide spreads over 5 pages and is accompanied by a 4-page Leaflet. 

· The purpose of the Teacher Guide is to assist the Sunday School teacher in sharing and exploring the Bible story with learners in creative, engaging ways. 

· The purpose of the Leaflet is to provide a visual resource for learners to use during a Sunday School session and at home for follow-up and reinforcement with caregivers. 

· Each session plan needs to provide a total of 60 minutes of activities in the Ready for the Story, Explore the Story, and Live the Story sections of the Teacher Guide. The time allocated to each section should be stated next to the section header in the Teacher Guide. Sidebar activities do NOT count as part of the 60 minutes.

· Writers should create a sample lesson based on one of the following two story options:

God Calls Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-18)

Big Idea: God calls us to be truthful.

Jesus Feeds 5000 (Matthew 14:13-21)

Big Idea: God surprises us with just what we need.

WRITING FOR AUGSBURG FORTRESS

Augsburg Fortress is the publishing house of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Purchasers of Augsburg Fortress curriculum expect sound educational experiences that accurately present the Bible, Christian teachings, and traditions in ways that are respectful of a variety of faith communities and expressions. Currently, we are a visual and an auditory presence in thousands of congregations of many denominations all over the country and around the world.

Although there are denominational differences regarding interpretation of doctrine and scripture, as mainline denominations, we have much in common. You can safely refer to any of the topics listed below in your writing:

· The Trinity

· The Bible

· Prayer

· Evangelism and mission

· Connecting faith and life

· Baptism

· Holy Communion

· Confession/Forgiveness/Grace

· Corporate worship

As you write for Augsburg Fortress:

· Assume a loving and non-judgmental stance toward all people of all nationalities, ethnic groups, faiths, and other segments of the human family.

· Express Christian concepts and biblical information with a clear and engaging voice, avoiding religious jargon, vague biblical allusions, and confusing Christian shorthand.

· Avoid random citing of Bible verses.

· Present Christianity and the Christian church as positive sources of support and understanding for all people.

· Address complex contemporary issues such as family structure, gender, racism, poverty, and aging – honestly and fairly.

· Offer examples and illustrations that reflect cultural, racial, and gender diversity, and show people of all ages and abilities participating in and contributing positively to experiences.

· Use language that is inclusive (people, us, humans), and avoid language that could be understood as sexist (man for humankind and the exclusive use of his to mean a person’s).

· Employ inclusive language to name and describe God, and minimize language for God (not Jesus) that is gender specific. Alternatives to pronouns include parent, creator, and friend. However, do not change pronouns for God or Jesus used in Bible texts, and do not change pronouns used to reference the persons of the Trinity.

The language you use and the images you suggest in your courses have a significant effect. We as editors also help shape what is being communicated. The closer you come to writing with an inclusive voice, the fewer the changes we will have to make in your manuscript.

SESSION GUIDELINES: TEACHER GUIDE

PAGE 1 CONTENT

When preparing your manuscript for the first page of the session, include these parts.

Session title: Provide a session title that is brief (less than 6 words), descriptive, and thematic. You can play on words, make a pun, create a rhyme, or write a title that sounds like a headline. If possible, incorporate the Big Idea. This session title will also be the session title for the Leaflet. 

Bible Text: Include the Bible text citation for the story. The first page of this briefing contains your text options.

Key Verse: Select one or two verses or parts of a verse from the story that are especially significant and helpful for conveying the meaning and importance of the story. All verses should be quoted from the NRSV translation of the Bible.

Big Idea: Include the Big Idea from the Scope and Sequence chart. The Big Idea states a key theme of the Bible story in a concise and kid-friendly way. Try to incorporate the Big Idea into the scripting for the teacher a few times in each session. 
PAGE 2 CONTENT

When preparing your manuscript for the second page of the session, include these parts.

Age-Level Connection: Help teachers recognize how learners’ understandings of the story can differ from an adult interpretation. Point out one or two features of the story that may be especially relevant, important, or challenging for learners at this age. (75 – 85 words)
Teacher Prayer: Write a short prayer for teachers to use devotionally. (45-50 words)

Question for Reflection: Ask a question teachers may use to reflect on the story, connect the story to their lives, and engage them personally in the learning. (15-25 words)

Learner Goals: Write a cognitive goal (know), an emotional and faith-based goal (grow), and a behavioral, service-based goal (show). This know-grow-show framework will also be used on the back page of each Leaflet to help families support their children’s biblical knowledge, faith development, and service to others. (25 – 35 words)

PAGE 3 CONTENT

The third page of the teacher guide for each session is titled Ready for the Story. Total word count without sidebars or headings is 400 words. When preparing your manuscript for the third page of the session, include these parts.

Ready for the Story: After writing the header for this page, indicate the approximate number of minutes it will take to complete the Ready for the Story activities.

Materials and Preparation: Identify any materials and preparation needed for each of the activities. 

Welcome: Describe a welcoming activity the teacher can use as learners arrive for the session. This activity emphasizes the importance of greeting each child and provides something for learners to do while they wait for the session to begin.

Story Warm-Up: Describe a seated activity to introduce the story to learners. In one of these activities, try to include a vivid sensory experience: something interesting to look at, an unusual smell or taste, a tactile object, or a distinctive sound.

Story Fire-Up: Describe a more active way to introduce the story to learners. You can use a game, song, or dance format to engage learners. Encourage teachers to use the group game again later in the session if appropriate.

Key Words: Include two to four important words from the story. Words could be important objects, concepts, places, names, or actions of God.

Transition Tip: Provide a suggestion for teachers to transition to the storytelling part of the session. (25 – 35 words)

PAGE 4 CONTENT

The fourth page of the teacher guide for each session is titled Explore the Story. Total word count without sidebars or headings is 400 words. When preparing your manuscript for the fourth page of the session, include these parts.

Explore the Story: After writing the header for this page, indicate the approximate number of minutes it will take to complete the Explore the Story activities.

Materials and Preparation: Identify any materials and preparation needed for each of the activities. 

Story Set-Up: This activity prepares learners for the Bible story through an activity from the first page of the Leaflet.

Storytelling: Describe how the teacher can present the Bible story in an engaging, hands-on, creative way that is developmentally appropriate. The Bible art for the story will typically be on page 2 of the Leaflet. The teacher script should be located on page 2 of the Leaflet so family members can also tell the story with their children.

Kid Connect: Write an age-level connection that addresses a specific detail of the story and allows learners to share their own ideas and experiences. (20 – 30 words)

More Movement: Describe an optional activity that will enhance the story and allow learners to move their bodies in the class space, somewhere else in the building, or outside. Instructions should be simple and should provide teachers with a way to help learners move, especially for learners who may have difficulty with sitting during storytelling. Any additional materials should be common household objects. (45 – 55 words)
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The fifth page of the teacher guide for each session is titled Live the Story. Total word count without sidebars or headings is 400 words. When preparing your manuscript for the fifth page of the session, include these parts.

Live the Story: After writing the header for this page, indicate the approximate number of minutes it will take to complete the Live the Story activities.

Materials and Preparation: Identify any materials and preparation needed for each of the activities. 

Ways to Witness: This activity should reinforces the story and deepen learners’ understanding of what it means to witness. This activity should focus on talking about and living the faith. The overall tone of the activity should be that we witness to others in response to God’s love and forgiveness, not to earn God’s love and forgiveness. This activity should involve the third page of the Leaflet.

Kids create: Describe two craft activities so teachers can select one for learners to complete during the session. Create a different title for each craft activity.

Wrapping it up: Describe and title a song, game, or other activity that a teacher can use to conclude the session.

Closing Prayer: Write a prayer that the teacher can lead with learners. The prayer can be a poem, a call-and-response, a prayer with motions, or another age-appropriate prayer.

Witnesses in the World: Provide a specific suggestion for teachers to help learners connect the story to a more global issue. This suggestion could require teachers to gather additional information or pictures, but they should be able to access these materials conveniently. (35 – 40 words)

Teacher Boost: Describe an affirmation of the teacher’s impact on learners. (35 – 40 words)

Great Goodbyes: Provide an additional way for teachers to conclude the session on a positive note using additional materials or music. (20 – 25 words)

SESSION GUIDELINES: LEAFLET (LEARNER RESOURCE)

PAGE 1 CONTENT: Introductory Activity

Session Title: Use the same session title as in the Teacher Guide.

Activity Title: Provide a title for the activity that learners will do on the first page of the Leaflet.

Copy: The first page of the Leaflet will contain copy and art for an activity that is designed to engage learners in some element of the Bible story. The art can show people, places, or things that are contemporary or biblical and should somehow relate them. Biblical art could be spot art, a detail from the biblical art on the second page of the Leaflet. The activity should encourage learners to interact in varied ways with the art and other words and images on this page. Learners could use several types of materials on the Leaflet such as pencils, markers, crayons, stickers, tape, bandages, scissors, water, and paper punches. Take note of what backs up to the activity on the second page if the activity requires punching or cutting. The word count on this page will vary depending on the art and the type of interaction. Use the range of 25 – 50 words.

Note: Describe any needed art on this page. Be as specific as possible. Indicate whether you think a photograph should be used. If the art is line art or drawings, include information about facial expressions, scenery, body position, mood, and anything else that will help the artist create an accurate rendition of your idea. Begin and end the description with ##. (Example: ## Three children playing together with toys. ## ## A bottle of milk with an empty glass next to it. ##)

PAGE 2 CONTENT: Bible Story

Activity Title: Provide a title for this page of the Leaflet. The title should reflect the Bible story.

Bible Text: Identify the verses that are the basis for the Bible story.

Big Idea: Write the Big Idea for the session.

Key Verse(s): Select one or two verses or parts of verses from the story that help convey the meaning and importance of the story. All cited verses should be from the NRSV translation.

Copy: This page will contain Bible art that shows a scene from the story. Write copy to accompany this art so the teacher can read the story from this page since the story will not appear in the Teacher Guide. An added benefit of including the story in the Leaflet is that families can read the story from this page when their children bring Leaflets home. Write story scripts in a variety of formats such as in rhyme, using masks, or in a call and response format. Word count should range from 200–230 words.

Note: You do not need to describe this art. For an actual session, you would receive a copy of the art briefing and the artist sketches when available to assist you in writing copy to tell the story.

PAGE 3 CONTENT: Contemporary Applications

Activity Title(s): Provide a title for each activity on this page of the Leaflet.

Copy: Write copy describing one or two activities that encourage learners to apply story knowledge to situations in their own lives. Word count will vary depending on the art, but it should range from 100 – 150 words.

Key Words: Include the same Key Words used in the Teacher Guide.

Note: Describe any needed art on this page. Begin and end the description with ##.

PAGE 4 CONTENT: Witness at Home

For every session, the back page of each Leaflet will contain activities for learners to do with their families. When writing content for the Witness at Home page, be respectful and inclusive of a wide variety of household situations, configurations, and familiarity with church.

Know the Story: Describe how the child’s caregivers can retell the Bible story with their children. Also provide a way for caregivers to share something from their own lives that pertains to the story. (50 – 60 words)

Grow in Faith: Describe a way that caregivers can talk about the Bible character builder with their children. (50 – 60 words)

Show Service: Describe an activity that families can do together that serves others in the community and/or the broader world. (50 – 60 words)

Imagine You’re There: Describe a fun play activity, craft, recipe, or game for caregivers and children to bring the Bible story to life. (70 – 80 words)

Family Prayer: Write a prayer the whole family can pray together. (40 – 50 words)

Note: Describe any needed art on this page. Begin and end the description with ##.

Please submit this sample writing assignment to Congregational Life and Learning Submissions by emailing it as an attachment to cllsub@augsburgfortress.org.
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