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Thank you for your interest in writing for Christ in Our Home. 

Contributors to Christ in Our Home are selected on the basis of their demonstrated ability to write thoughtful, faithful, and concise meditations on assigned scripture texts. The majority of our readers are Lutheran and we expect the devotions to be consistent with Lutheran theological heritage and understanding of the Bible. 

In order to be considered as a writer for Christ in Our Home there are three things for you to do:

1. Write one meditation on each of the texts listed below, following the guidelines found in the Writer Guidelines below. You will receive no payment for these samples. 

Texts for sample meditations:


Ruth 1:6-18 (NRSV)



Romans 13:1-10 (NRSV)

2. Complete the Prospective Writer Information document (available to download here: http://www.augsburgfortress.org/company/submitcongregational.asp.

3. Submit the two sample meditations and Prospective Writer Information document as email attachments to cllsub@augsburgfortress.org
Please allow up to sixteen weeks for a response.

Guidelines for Writers
The audience
Christ in Our Home is published by Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Nearly all Christ in Our Home readers are active in their congregations. Typically, they are familiar with the church year and worship regularly. The majority of Christ in Our Home readers are adults over age 55 who belong to congregations with 175-350 members. Most pick up their copies of Christ in Our Home at church; few have individual subscriptions that come to their homes. This devotional has a large-print edition.

The devotional
Christ in Our Home is used primarily as a part of an individual’s personal devotional life. Because of this, it is a resource with unusual intimacy, and the users rely on the devotions to draw them toward God in their day-to-day lives. Christ in Our Home follows the pattern of the church year, inviting people into a deeper appreciation of the texts read on Sundays and the texts associated with the lesser church festivals. 

The assigned texts are drawn from the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) and Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings. The gospel text for a particular Sunday is the assigned text for that day. The other texts for each week are assigned to Thursday (First Lesson), Friday (Psalm), and Saturday (Second Lesson) leading up to the Sunday on which they are read in worship.  Texts also are included for lesser festivals. Readings from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings fill out the remaining days. 

As you approach each text, take time to study the entire text and the scripture surrounding it. On the whole, Christ in Our Home readers know the Bible well and expect the devotions to be theologically sound.

Writing tips
· These meditations are very short. Choose one idea as your focal point!
· The meditation must be based on the assigned text.
· Use short sentences and simple, familiar words. Let exegesis be the way you prepare, but not 


what you write. Be careful not to use theological jargon. 

· Focus on what God does for us. These devotions should inspire the reader to consider God and 


God’s work in our world today. 

· Let your devotions be God’s “I love you,” in all the subtle and powerful ways that God’s love is. At the same time, do not avoid speaking about the difficulties we face in our day-to-day lives. 


Proclaim how God loves us in the midst of life’s challenges.

· Feel free to use images from Baptism, Holy Communion, and worship to help the reader 


understand how God comes to us each day.

· Use your own experience if it genuinely relates to the text. The fact that it is about you should be beside the point. Use an anecdotal approach to relate your experience, rather than presenting it as a lesson learned or as advice. Be careful that it doesn’t make you seem especially holy or especially decrepit. When you use examples from other people’s lives, take care not to be overly


judgmental.

· Devotions that tell a story or are rich in image and metaphor are more memorable than 


devotions that explain.

· Watch for bias in your writing. Bias can be sexual, racial, socioeconomic, cultural, and even religious.

• Christ in Our Home is read by people all over the world, so avoid thinking only in terms of those who live in the U.S.

• Avoid frequent or exclusive use of masculine pronouns and metaphors when referring to human beings in general or to God. 

• Balance the use of male and female examples in your stories.

• If you create names for characters, be sure those names represent many cultural traditions. 

• Ask yourself if each devotion will be meaningful to both men and women – married and 

single, old and young. Will it be meaningful to persons with various disabilities?

· These devotions will be read a long time after you write them. Avoid specific references to current events.

Guidelines for content

· Your manuscript for each devotion should include: (1) Day and date; (2) Assigned Bible reference; (3) Title; (4) Your choice of a focus verse from the assigned Bible passage; (5) The 


meditation; (6) A brief prayer; (7) A prayer concern.

· The length for each devotion should be  1275-1300 characters (with spaces). This is about 225-235 words. Include the focus verse, meditation, prayer, and prayer concern in the character count. Don’t count the date or the title. Check character counts using the word count 


“tool” in your word processing software. 

· Write a short title for each devotion.
· Use the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.
· Choose the focus verse from the Bible reference assigned for the day. This needs to be fairly 


short (less than 15 words is best) and can be just part of a verse. It must be from the NRSV. 

· The prayer concern for each day is an invitation to intercessory prayer. It should be related to 


the devotion you write. The prayer concern should be 5 words or less. 

· If you quote biblical material that is not part of the assigned reference, give a complete 

citation (book, chapter, verse).
· Do not quote material from other sources. The readers want to hear from you. Also, the timeline for this resource does not allow for the 10-12 weeks usually required to obtain permission to use material from other sources.
Preparing your manuscript

· Manuscripts must be created on a computer using word processing software. 

· If you do not use Microsoft Word, please save your work as a text file.

· Be sure the file name includes your name and the sample type. (For example: 


“John_Smith_CIOH.doc”)

· Set your computer to “align left.” (Begin everything at the left margin.)

· Set your computer to single space between every line.

· Place both sample devotions in one computer file. After the first devotion, leave several blank 


lines before starting the next one. 

· Use Times-Roman or Courier. Do not use bold or italics.

· Use a tab rather than the space bar to indicate new paragraphs.

· Create a header that says “Christ in Our Home, Sample, your last name.” Do not type this in at the top of every page in your document. Let the computer do this for you by setting a header.

Submitting your manuscript
Submit your manuscript to Congregational Life and Learning Submissions as an e-mail attachment (cllsub@augsburgfortress.org).
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