AUGSBURG ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES (AABS)

Briefing for sample session

How to submit a sample for consideration as an AABS writer

1. Read the following pages on writing for AABS:

· Overview (pp. 2-3)

· Participant book worksheet (p. 4)

· Leader guide worksheet (p. 5)

· Question techniques (pp. 6-7)

· Guidelines for good writing (pp. 8-9)

· Note: If invited to write a quarter in this series, you also receive texts and outlines for your quarter, daily Bible readings for your quarter, a sample participant book from a previous quarter, and a sample leader guide from a previous quarter.

2. Choose a Bible text for your sample session:

· Genesis 12:1-9

· Mark 6:30-44

· OR another text of your choice

3. Follow the participant book and leader guide worksheets (pp. 4-5) and write the sections described there.

4. Send your sample session to cllsub@augsburgfortress.org. 

Alternative sample session

If you wish, you can send a Bible study session you’ve already written in place of the sample session described above. This sample should include the following:

· The Bible text

· Background and exegetical material written specifically for the leader or facilitator

· Background and exegetical material written specifically for participants

· Questions for discussion

· Suggestions for the leader or facilitator on how to lead the discussion

In addition, this sample should be from an original manuscript (before editing at Augsburg Fortress or another publisher).

AUGSBURG ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Overview

The Augsburg Adult Bible Study Series (AABS) began in the mid-1960s as a cooperative project between Augsburg Publishing House of the American Lutheran Church (ALC) and the Board of Publications of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA). The selection of writers and the editing of manuscripts rotated between these two offices until the merger. Today, AABS is edited and produced at Augsburg Fortress. Quarters of AABS are assigned one to two years in advance.

Goals

AABS uses careful study and reflection on the Scriptures to help participants:

· explore the themes of the biblical texts in light of the Christian faith.

· nurture and challenge the lives of Christians by the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

· appropriate the meaning of Scripture into everyday experience.

Texts

The texts and outlines used in the development of this series are based on the Uniform Series, created by a committee coordinated by the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The objective of the Uniform Series is to "cover all portions of the Bible fruitful for group study in churches." The three-year lesson cycle attempts to provide a plan for reading and studying the entire Bible. 

Audience and use
The primary audience for this study is adult groups in Lutheran congregations in the United States and Canada. Since AABS is written primarily for a Lutheran audience, its theology and biblical exegesis should reflect current Lutheran teaching. However, it should be kept in mind that there are participants outside the U.S. and from non-Lutheran denominations.

Adults using AABS are primarily middle-aged and older. Some, but not all, are experienced in Bible study. The series is marketed at an intermediate to advanced level. That means that we recognize that the learners have some understanding of Scripture, but may not be versed in fine points of text interpretation. Generally, the study is used on a Sunday morning during a Sunday school hour.

AABS groups may be led by theologically trained pastors or lay professionals. However, it is more likely that they are led by volunteers who are not theologically trained, but are willing to facilitate discussion. On occasion the pastor leads the study. Sometimes several members of the group share the leadership role. The group may also be self-directed with no assigned leader. Keep all of this in mind as you write. Be sure your study material is clear. Don’t expect any leader to spend much time preparing for a session.

The educational needs of adult learners are changing and adults use a great variety of learning styles. This means the help you provide for leading the session (in the AABS leader guide) is as important as the content of the participant book.

Approach
The materials in AABS courses have two emphases.

1. 
The biblical text itself. The AABS study should assist participants in understanding the "world" of the text, its forms of expression, its relationship to other biblical texts, and its cultural setting. Care should be taken not to gloss over important issues that are raised by biblical scholarship or to ignore the real gaps of language and culture that separate us from the biblical texts. These concerns, however, must not overshadow the primary objective of assisting groups to enter into a meaningful dialog with the issues of the text, as they are experienced in the lives of the participants.


It must also be emphasized that these texts do not exist in isolation from other texts in the study or in Scripture itself. The approach is to bring themes together when it is appropriate and to use other biblical texts to create perspectives for sound interpretation. 

2. Application for today. The AABS study should reflect an awareness of the “world” of participants today--their families, friendships, work, businesses, congregations, and communities. This awareness is accomplished through sound commentary on the texts as well as through the careful development of a variety of questions that help participants uncover the themes presented in the text. Questions should help participants explore Scripture and find ways that the texts are relevant for their lives. 

AUGSBURG ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES
Participant Book Worksheet

Please note: 

· The NRSV is used in AABS. It can be quoted as often as needed in the participant book. (Keep in mind that the main text is printed at the beginning of each session in the participant book.)

· Use as few direct quotes as possible from other outside sources. See p. 9 for more on the use of source material.

	Section
	Description
	Maximum Word Count

	Session Title
	Provide a title for your session.


	

	Bible Text

	Type in the Scripture reference only (for example, Luke 4:16-24). 


	

	Theme Statement
	Type in the heading “Theme Statement” and write a brief two- or three-sentence statement about the key theme(s) of the session.


	

	Exploring the Word








	Type in the heading “Exploring the Word” and write brief paragraphs on the historical or literary context of the Bible text, followed by a verse-by-verse exegesis of the text and comments about the meaning of the text in its time. Explore how the text’s historical setting and location within a book impact its message. 

Include subheadings that identify the portion of the text and the topic (for example, “26:36-40 The setting”). The same subheadings can be used in the “Bible Text Overview” section of the leader guide.


	750 words

	The Word Today


	Type in the heading “The Word Today” and write a homiletical piece on the meaning of the text for today. Encourage readers to reflect on the Bible text, discover new meanings, and incorporate these new meanings into their lives. 
	520 words 

	Questions for Discussion


	Type in the heading “Questions for Discussion.” Then type in the subheading “Beginnings” and write one or two questions to introduce the theme(s). Think of these questions as conversation-starters. They shouldn’t be too deep or require participants to read all of the session material in order to respond. 

Type in the subheading “Exploring the Word” and write three questions to help clarify the text in its original setting. These questions draw on the material in the earlier “Exploring the Word” section. In this section, be sure to focus on the text itself and not on applications for today.

Type in the subheading “The Word Today” and write one or two questions to invite reflection on the text’s meaning and applications for today, as well as ways to incorporate this into daily life. These questions draw on the material in the earlier “Word Today” section.

Use a variety of questioning techniques: ranking, continuum, either/or, agree/disagree, voting, etc. See pp. 7-8 on “Question Techniques” for more information.


	258 words 

	Closing Prayer
	Type in the heading “Closing Prayer” and write a short prayer that relates to the theme of the session.


	35 words


AUGSBURG ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES
Leader Guide Worksheet

Please note:

· Participants will not see the material in the leader guide. Make sure that any material they need is in the participant book.

· You can quote from outside sources in the leader guide, but do this only if there is no other way to make an important point. See p. 9 for use of source material.
	Section
	Description
	Word Count

	Session Title
	Provide a title for your sample session (the same title as in the participant session).


	

	Bible Text

	Type in the Scripture reference only (for example, Luke 4:16-24). 


	

	Session Objectives
	Write three objectives for the session. 


	

	Session Preparation
	Type in the heading “Session Preparation” and describe how to prepare to lead the session:





· Background texts to be read

· Materials that should be gathered in advance: maps, chart paper, etc. 

· Cautions for the leader regarding sensitive subjects

· Suggestions for the leader’s own prayers for the group and/or reflection time in preparation for the session.


	Total of 1800 words for Session Prep., Bible Text Overview, 

and Questions for Discussion

	Bible Text Overview
	Type in the heading “Bible Text Overview” and provide further biblical commentary that will enable the leader to facilitate classroom discussion. This section should dig deeper into the biblical text and theme(s) than the participant book.

Include subheadings that identify the portion of the text and the topic (for example, “26:36-40 The setting”). The same subheadings can be used in the “Exploring the Word” section of the participant book.


	Total of 1800 words for Session Prep., Bible Text Overview, 

and Questions for Discussion

	Questions for

Discussion
	Type in the heading “Questions for Discussion.” Please include the subheadings “Beginnings,” “Exploring the Word,” and “The Word Today” in your manuscript as well. 

Provide suggested responses to the questions under each subheading in the participant book. Also assist the leader by clarifying the purpose of the question, suggesting alternative ways for structuring the group (small groups, pairs) when appropriate, and/or identifying outside resources that may help the leader with particular questions.


	Total of 1800 words for Session Prep., Bible Text Overview, 

and Questions for Discussion



	Closing
	Type in the heading “Closing” and suggest hymns and prayers that fit with the Bible text and theme. Be sure to include the Closing Prayer (found in the participant book) in your closing activity.


	


AUGSBURG ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES
Question Techniques

Use a variety of question techniques in your writing for AABS. Here are examples of several techniques that can be helpful to you as you write. Some techniques are better suited to certain topics than others. 

Ranking

1.
Rank the following items according to their importance in influencing your religious beliefs (1 = most important, 5 = least important).

___
parents and family

___
friends

___
teachers, pastors

___
experiences

___
other______________________________________

Continuum

1.
On the following continuum, respond to the statement: my church is doing everything that it can to address the problems facing our society today.


______________________________________________________________________


Strongly agree

    Agree

     Disagree

      Strongly disagree

2. 
On the following continuum, mark how interesting or boring you find the following items. Use the initials following each item to mark the continuum: Going to a sporting event (S), going to a movie (M), going to a restaurant (R), going to church (C).


______________________________________________________________________


very interesting





                                very boring

Either/Or
1.
Circle the word in each pair that best describes what you are most like in your family.


giver/taker


arguing/agreeing


strict/permissive


thinking/doing


leader/follower


coach/team member


jeans/dressed up


today/tomorrow

Agree/Disagree
1.
In the space provided, mark whether you agree (A) or disagree (D) with the following statements:

___
Faith in God just happens.

___
My ideas about God have not changed since grade school.

___
My ideas about God have changed within the last three years.

___
It is all right to have doubts.

___
Christians should not have doubts.

True/False

1.
Mark the following statements true (T) or false (F).

___
Issues of sexual morality are private.

___
The church has no business talking about sexual immorality.

___
Ideas about morality change with time. Sometimes the church has to change with the times.

___
The church needs to be a witness of morality in an immoral world.

Complete the statement

1.
Complete this sentence: "The main objective of a stewardship drive is…."

Voting
1.
Poll group members on the following questions. Have them use the following response signals: Strongly Agree = two thumbs up; Agree = one thumb up; Disagree = one thumb down; Strongly Disagree = two thumbs down.


a. 
We can learn nothing from other religions.


b. 
Christians are wrong to think that they have a monopoly on the truth.


c. 
Christians generally listen to ideas from other religions.

AUGSBURG ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES
Guidelines for Good Writing


General matters of style

· Uppercase and lowercase: avoid overcapitalization. Do not capitalize pronouns for Jesus.

· Inclusive language: Do not use masculine pronouns when referring to persons generically. Avoid pronouns when referring to God. 

· When referring to one person whose gender is unknown and who could be either male or female (such as a teacher, child, or pastor), use he or she instead of them.

· Brackets: Use brackets [ ] to enclose material inserted into a quotation and for parentheses inside of parentheses.

· Roman numerals: Avoid whenever possible. Use “1 Corinthians,” not “I Corinthians.”

· Chronological references: Use B.C. and A.D. “A.D.” should precede the year. (Example: 300 B.C., but A.D. 30). 

Standards for style, grammar, and spelling

· The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), 14th edition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993).

· Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth edition. If two spellings are listed for a word, the first is the preferred.

· New Revised Standard Version Bible. All biblical texts should be quoted from this translation. Spell out references to books of the Bible. If a quotation spans verses, use one hyphen; if it spans chapters use two hyphens. For example: Matthew 3:16-18, but Matthew 3:16--4:1.

Word processing 

· The sample session and final manuscript must be submitted to your editor as e-mail attachments.

· Microsoft Word is the preferred word-processing application. If you use another word processor, save the file in rich text format (rtf) before you submit it.

· Use one file per session.


Formatting

· Set the text in a standard typeface such as Times Roman or Courier.

· Appropriate use of bold and italic is encouraged. Titles of books should be italicized rather than underlined. Overuse of words in quotation marks is discouraged.

· Headings: Do not use all caps. Left-justify headings and subheadings. 

· Automatic page numbering should appear in a header or footer. 

· In your header or footer, also include your name, “Augsburg Adult Bible Study,” the title of your quarter, and the session number.

· For dashes, use two hyphens with no space before or after.

Spacing

· Use hard returns (the enter or return key) at the ends of paragraphs.

· Use a single tab to begin a new paragraph. 

· Use tabs, not the space bar, to add visual space in the document, if necessary. 

· For hanging indents, use the hanging indent feature on the word processor rather than breaking the line with a hard return and then using the tab for the next line. 

Use of source material

· When outside material is quoted, we may need to obtain permission for its use. Document every quoted item, whether the quote is one phrase, a sentence, a paragraph, or one page.

· You are responsible for citing all quotations correctly. Spelling, capitalization, punctuations, and abbreviations of the original publication should be reproduced exactly. The only exceptions are altering capitalization of initial letters to fit the syntax of the text within which the quotation appears. If the quotation contains an error, this may be indicated by [sic] or [?] at your discretion.

· All sources should be cited in the manuscript with the author’s name, title of the work, publisher, copyright year, and page numbers.

· Quotes may be taken from Scripture, Augsburg Fortress copyrighted hymn texts, and larger works. Avoid quoting lines from poems, songs, and prayers if at all possible.

· Note: If you are asked to write for a quarter of AABS, you will need to send photocopies of the title and copyright pages and of the actual quotation from all source material to your editor at the time you submit your manuscript. You do not need to do this with the sample session, however.

Word counts

· Be sure to write according to the word specifications stated in the participant book and leader guide worksheets. These word counts have been set to fit project specifications, audience characteristics, and the graphic design of the series. 
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